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EC approves 50m ECU grant for Jordan 

BRUSSELS (R) — .The European Commiasjon said on Friday it bad 
*i yrove d a 50 million FCU£$68 nuDkia) grant to belpJordau’s economic 
reforms. If said m a s tategre nt tbe money would be, -used in two eqnal 
tranches to help finance the" cottnttyY! balance of payments gap this year 
M d next. Counterpart foods would be ‘used to support employment 
progra mmes tn the areas of water, roadworks, edocarioo and health. The 
commission said the money was dependent mi Jordan continuing active 
reform under the International Monetary Fond and World 
programme to help develop a more market-oriented economy. Tbe_ 
commission separately announced grants totalling -&5 nriffioQ ECUs - 
XS U.6 m ilBon) on three separate Mediterranean aid projects of regional 
interesL The projects include experimental urban development coopera- 
tion between community and non-EC Mediterranean cities, help to set up 
an Arab language service for die Enrooews tdensoo sateUhr network,* 
and agricultural training. 
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Iraq lost $35 billion oil revenues 

NICOSIA (R) — Lost oil revenues and damage to oil installations have 
cost Iraq $35 billion since tbe Gulf crisis began in 1990, a report issued by 
Iraqi dissidents on Friday said. Tbe report, made available to Reuters in 
Nicosia by die London-based “Iraqi consultative oomausskm,*’ a group of 
dissident experts and poGtkiaiis, outlined die effects of U-N. sanctions 
and Gulf war damage. It said damage to oil installations during the Gqjf 
war, estimated at S3 bQlkn to $10 billion, included pumping stations, 
pipelines, refineries, a petrochemical plant, export fatalities and four to 
five cal tankers. The report said a U.N. ban on oil exports had deprived 
Iraq of its traditional customers and limited its chances of redeveloping its 
oil industry. It said Iraq would have to deduct $34 billion to $67 billion 
from any future oil revenues until the year 2000 to pay war reparations 
demanded by the U.N. Security Council. Iraq also needed $100 billion to 
rebuild its infrastructure and $42.1 billion to service its $100 billion debt, it 
said. 
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U.S., allies plan 
ultimatum to Iraq 

Military strike a strong ‘option’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe United States, Bri tain and 
France have agreed to press for a 
quick public ultimatum deman- 
ding that Iraq comply with Gulf 
war ceasefire agreements or face 
^allied military attack, Bush admi- 
; -"lustration officials said on Friday. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be identified, ’confirmed a 
Washington Post newspaper re- 
port that tire warning could come 
as early as this weekend if Iraq 
does not agree to let U.N. inspec- 
tors enter a Baghdad building 
suspected of con taining docu- 
ments on Iraq’s arms programme. 

Hie officials said other coun- 
tries might join die warning, 
which would lead to bombing and 
€111186 missile attacks on mffitaiy 
targets if Iraq did not comply. 

The Washington Post, qpotriig 
senior administration officials, 
said the warning could be issued 
in the name of the U.N. Secretary 
General or the Security Council 
and would give Iraq only a matter 
of days to respond. 

The officials refused to give 
. ^any detailed plans, but one sug- 
’ gested that a military attack could 
involve repeated bombing of Ira- 
* qi military targets until the Bagh- 
dad government allows U.N. in- 
spectors into the agriculture 
ministry building. * 

They said that such an attack 
would 'probably involve at least 
U.S., British and French aircraft 
and missiles after giving Baghdad 
wanting that it had only daysto - 
comply. 

A team of U.N. inspectors left 
Iraq on Friday after a long stan- 
doff with Baghdad officials, who 
refused to let them enter the 
building on grounds such a move 
^ would violate Iraqi sovereignty. 

“The ceasefire agreements 


(which ended the Gulf war last 
year) were drawn op to give free 
movement to U.ft inspectors to 
seek out the extent of Iraq’s 
programme on weapons of mass 
destruction,” said one adminis- 
tration official- 

“If Iraq stops complying with 
the agreements, then the cease- 
fire would be suspended,” the 
official said. 

Hie U.S. Defence Department 
said on Thursday that Mediterra- 
nean port calls had been cancel- 
led for the U.S. aircraft-carrier 
Saratoga, two cruisers and a des- 
troyer and noted that the carrier 
Independence was already m the 
Gulf south of Iraq. 

U.S. surface warships and sub- 
marines in tire region are also 
capable of firing accurate, long- 
range Tomahawk cruise missiles 
at targets in Iraq with little fear of 
retaliation. 

Among U.S. air force war- 
planes based around the area, 
including in Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey, are radar-avoiding F- 
117 A .Stealth fighters capable of 
delivering laser-guided bombs 
with pinpoint accuracy. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fftzwater said this week that 
Iraq had repeatedly dragged its 
feet on cooperating with U.N. 
arms inspections and that, this 
time, the United States was not 
ruling out any option, including 
military force-- 

Rolf JEkeus, chief of the U.N. 
comarisaon overseeing- etiminar 
tion of Iraqi arsenal, met with 
Iraq's U.N. ambassador, Abdul 
Amir A1 Anbari. •• 

Mr. Ekeus suggested that U.N. 
weapons inspectors enter the 
ministry in small groups, not en 
masse, the president of the U.N. 
Security Council, Jose Luis Kesus 


of Cape Verde, siaid Thursday. 
OmunissioQ sources said the 
groups would determine what is 
inside and whether a full inspec- 
tion team should go in. 

Mr. Ekeus has said inspectors 
believe the ministry contains 
documents and material on Iraq’s 
ballistic, chemical, biological and 
Dudear weapons programme. 

Mr. Anbari .was offering a 
variation of Iraq’s offer earlier 
this week to let experts from 
neutral, non-aligned members of 
the Security Council search the 
mimstiy as long as they wre not 
part of a U.N. team. The council 
rejected that proposal and details 
of the amended plan were un- 
available. 

Mr. Ekeus and Mr. Anbari 
refused to discuss the substance 
of their talks. 

Mr. Ekeus was expected to 
brief council members. Mr. 
Anbari was expected to consult 
with his government before nego- 
tiations resume, possibly Friday. 

U.S Secretary of State James 
Baker ended a six-day Middle 
East tour in Saudi Arabia on 
Friday leaving a strong impress- 
ion that a new military strike 
against Iraq was imminent. 

But be did not get public en- 
dorsement from his Gulf war 
Arab allies for U.S. sabre- 
rattling. 

“Tbe United States is prepared 
to do whatever is necessary to 
enforce Security Council resolu- 
tions,*’ Mr. Baker told reporters 
in response to questions about 
the posable use of force. 

He said President Bush had 
“made dear he has not ruled out 
military action as an option.” 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker ends shuttle 
on an upbeat note 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — U-S. 
Secretary of State Jan.'s Baker 
ended his Middle East pe. ce tour 
on Friday saying he hoped peace 
talks would now resume quickly 
and the Arabs would take upa 
proposal to continue them in 
permanent session. 

Mr. Baker said before leaving 
Saudi Arabia after the six- 
country tour be hoped the Israelis 
and Arabs would come together 
quickly and pick up tbe proposal 
by Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
“ Rabin to continue without breaks 
until solutions were reached. 

Mr. Baker told an airport news 
conference he hoped the different 
sides would get down to “nitty- 
. gritty issues” of practical peace- 
malting when talks resumed. 

He said both Washington and 
the Arabs believed Mr. Rabin’s 
advent to power hi Israel was an 
opportunity to revive and speed 
up the peace process. 

“We have seen (Arab) state- 
ments welcoming this change ... it 
presents new o pp o r t uni ties for 
moving the peace process,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

• His host, Saudi Foreign Minis- 
ter Prince Saud A1 Feisai, also 
told tbe news conference there 
was new hope for progress in the 
stalled Arab- Israeli peace nego- 
^ (rations. 

• . ,f We are very encouraged,” he 
said after Mr. Baker briefed 
Saudi King Fabd on his talks with 
Mr. Rabin and with the leaders of 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria 
and the Palestinians. 

“There is indeed an opportun- 
ity now to generate momentum in 
the peace process, that the parties 
get together and actually do nitty- 
gritty negotiations instead of just- 
meeting and talking,’ 1 Mr. Baker 
said to reporters before taking off 
for Manila. 

“I hope very much that tbe 
parties will come together again 
very quickly and that the Arab 
countries will pick up on Mr. 
Rabin’s suggestion that the nego- 
■ tiations be continuous,” be said. 
r "Mr. Baker said the Arabs 
agreed with Washington that Mr. 
Rabin's new policy on Jewish 
settlements opened the way “for 
pushing the peace process for- 
ward in a positive way.” 


“Israel’s new policy is moving 
away from building settlements in 
| the occupied territories. It’s an 
indication that there will be se- 
j vere and significant reduction in 
| the settlement activity, which we 
welcome,” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker described the Saudi 
support for the U.S. initiative for 
' an Arab-Israeii settlement as an 
• “extraordinary and important 
■ role.” 

“fo my opinion, the peace pro- 
cess would not have been possible 
without the help of King Fabd 
and Saudi Arabia,” said Mr. Bak- 
er. “Without this help we would 
not have been able to put tbe 
I process together.” 

I Mr. Baker left for Manila to 
: attend the foreign ministers meet- 
ing of the Association of South- 
East Asian Nations before a sche- 
duled flight home Sunday. 

Early Thursday, Mr. Baker 
made an unannounced drive into 
Lebanon in an armoured 
limousine as part of an armed 
motorcade. It was tbe first visit to 
the country by a U.S. secretary of 
state in nine years. 

His meeting with President. 
Elias Hrawi and Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez followed declara- 
tions by the Lebanese govern- 
ment that it intended to take 
charge of its own affairs. 

,c We strongly support the poli- 
tical independence, tbe 
sovereignty and the territorial in- 
tegrity of Lebanon,” Mr. Baker 
said at a joint news conference 
with Mr. Hrawi in Zahie. “We 
hope that our presence here 
makes a statement in support of 
that independence and that 
sovereignty.” 

.Mr. Hrawi said Lebanon has 
lived “a painful 16 years” and 
that Mr. Baker’s presence per- 
mits him to witness Lebanon’s 
“way out from die misery of 
war.” 

An aide said Mr. Baker agreed 
to make the three-hour trip de- 
spite the still-tense security situa- 
tion because he wanted to ack- 
nowledge “a pattern of behaviour 
where they were unifying central 
institutions and extending milit- 
ary ihority.” 

Lebanese officials had pressed 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel 
sees ‘no 
reason’ to 
shift talks 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
sees no reason to move foe next 
round of Arab-Israeli peace talks 
'from Rome to Washington, a 
political source said Friday. 

The source, who declined to be 
identified, was reacting to state- 
ments by Palestinians that U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
had suggested tbe move during a 
meeting Monday with Palesti- 
nians in occupied Jerusalem. 

After meeting with Palestinians 
and Israelis. Mr. Baker went on 
to Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Lebanon 
and Saudi Arabia to confer with 
Arab leaders on tbe peace talks. 

On Friday, Dennis Ross, head 
of tbe State Department’s policy 
planning staff, met with Prime 
Mimste Yitzhak Rabin to brief 
him on Mr. Baker’s talks with the 
Arabs, Israel Radio said. 

The discussion focussed mainly 
on Mr. Baker’s talks in Syria and 
on die decision of Rabin govem- 
merit to halt construction of some 
6,000 housing units in the occu- 
pied territories, the report said. 

Tayseer Arouri, an adviser to 
the Palestinian delegation, said 
Thursday that Mr.. Baker sug- 
gested the next round of talks 
take place' in Washington after 
Italian officials said Italy would 
not be ready to host tbe talks by 
early August, when Palestinians 
hope to resume negotiations. 

Tbe Israeli source said he was 
unaware of a proposal to hold a 
meeting other than in Rome or of 
any problems in convening in the 
Italian capital. “In any case we 
see no reason why tbe talks would 
be moved from Rome,” the 
source was quoted as saying by 
the AP. 

‘Secret Syria-Israd contact’ 

An Israeli newspaper said on 
Friday Russia’s ambassador in 
Damascus, had secretly travelled 
overland to Israel to pass on 
Syria's view on Middle East 
peace efforts. 

The daily Haaretz said Ambas- 
( C— ti nn e d m page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein with Syrian President Hafez AI Assad during a visit the King paid to Syria 
Friday (Petra wirephoto) 

King pays brief visit to Syria 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Friday paid a brief visit to Syria and offered 
condolences to Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
over the death of his mother. 

King Hussein and President Assad also held a 
meeting which was attended by Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Kbaddam, followed by 
another dosed meeting which dwelt on bilateral 


relations, the Jordan News Agency, Petra re- 
ported. 

King Hussein was accompanied on the visit by 
Royal Court Chief Khaied Al Karaki. 

King Hussein had talks with Mr. Assad in 
Damascus on July 16, prior to a Middle East tour 
by U.S. Secretary of State James Baker to try and 
revive Middle East peace talks. 


Damascus meeting finds Rabin 
proposals not enough — Sharaa 


DAMASCUS (Agendes) — Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa said on Friday that brad’s 
latest Middle East peace propos- 
als did not go tar enough for tbe 
Arabs. 

Speaking after a meeting of 
Arab parties to the U.S.- 
brokered peace talks, Mr. Sharaa 
said they found Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s propos- 
als to date vague and ambiguous. 

“We discussed the poicy of the 
new- Israeli government. We - 
found that this policy was ambi- 
guous,” be told reporters. 

“According to the statements 
made until now (by Mr. Rabin), 
this policy does not provide the 
minimum level required to push 
forward the peace process.” 

Foreign ministers of Jordan 
and Lebanon and the head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s foreign affairs department, 
Farouq Kaddoumi, attended the 
talks along with Palestinian peace 
negotiators. 

The foreign minister of Egypt 
also attended. 

The meeting opened with a 
challenge to the new Israeli gov- 
ernment when members of tbe 
1 Palestinian peace negotiaing 
team sat behind Mr. Kaddoumi. 

An Israefi police spokeswoman 
said the members, violating a ban 
on contacts with the PLO 


adopted by the outgoing govern- 
ment of Yitzhak Shamir, could be 
questioned. Bnt she said an order 
first had to come from the Rabin, 
government. 

Delegation member Faisal Al 
Husseini told Reuters at the end 
of the first session: “We were 
sitting under tbe flag of Palestine 
and there should be no rejection 
of such a meeting.” 

Mr. Sharaa, briefed reporters 
after the first session, said die 
.meeting discussed Mr. Rabin's 
proposals for limiting Jewish set- 
tlement in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

The ministers “called for a 
total halt of all settlements. We 
do not differentiate between poli- 
cial or security settlement,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rabin, elected on a pledge 
to accelerate the peace process, 
has offered to halt what he calls 
political settlements but says set- 
tlement needed to ensure Israel's 
“security” should continue. 

Mr. Sharaa said the Damascus 
meeting reiterated that any 
agreement to end the 45-year-old 
Arab-Israeli conflict should be 
comprehensive. 

It should be based on U.N. 
resolutions 242, 338 and 425 re- 
quiring Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied lands, be added. 

Mr. Sharaa said tbe ministers 


discussed a date and venue for 
tbe next round of the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks adding that they 
would come to a decision later. 

Chief Palestinian peace dele- 
gate Haidar Abdul Shafi told 
Reuters on Thursday the meeting 
was discussing a proposal by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker to 
hold the next round of talks in 
Washington next month. He said 
the idea was likely to be 
approved. 

Mr. Baker on Friday wrapped 
up a Middle East tour during 
which he discussed ways of inject- 
ing new life into the peace pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Abdul-Shafi told reporters 
before tile meeting began that he 
rejected Mr. Rabin’s proposal. 

“What Rabin has proposed is 
unacceptable,” Mr. Abdul Shafi 
said. “We have always sought 
Arab unity and Arab interests 
will only be safeguarded by dos- 
ing our ranks.” 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber of Jordan described the 
first round of talks as extremely 
good, saying that the three-hour 
session offered a chance to ex- 
change ideas dearly and objec- 
tively on all issues of common 
interest. He said that views were 
identical to a great extent on 

(Continued on page 5) 


Lebanon to hold polls 
in August, September 


BEIRUT (Agendes) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawf s government 
on Friday called three-stage 
general elections for August and 
September in line with political 
reforms following Lebanon’s 
1975-1990 civil war. 

A government statement said 
voting will be held Aug. 23 in the 
eastern Bekaa Valley and the 
northern province, Aug. 30 in 
Beirut and the Christian and 
Druze hinterland surrounding the 
capital, and Septj. 6 in south 
Lebanon. ] 

The decision was taken despite 
opposition by right-wing Christ- 
ians who fear tbe new parliament 
would be controlled by Syria and 
would weaken their traditional 
bold on power in Lebanon. 

Under and Arab league- 
brokered peace pact that ended 
the dvii war, the country elect a 
new 128-seat bouse, divided 
equally between Muslims and 
Christians. 

The presait parliament was 
elected in 1972 for a four-year 
term. The civil war prevented 
general elections and the un- 
icameral house has repeatedly 
renewed its term. 

Information Minister Michel 
Samaha announced the dates af- 
ter a two-hour meeting of the 
cabinet. The session was boycot- 
ted by most Christian ministers. 

The Christian Lebanese Forres 
(LF) and some other Christian 
parties inducting supporters of 
exiled Rebel General Michel 
Aonn want elections postponed 
until after a Syrian troop pull- 
back.' 

The opponents argue that elec- 
tions wfafle Syrian forces are in 


Beirut and other areas will ensure 
tbe success of candidates loyal to 
Damascus, which has a major 
role in Lebanon’s political, milit- 
ary and foreign policies under a 
treaty of cooperation. 

Syria has an estimated 40,000 
troops in’ two-thirds of Lebanon. 

’ The cabinet said that Lebanese 
troops and police would provide 
security for the polls mid ensure 
total freedom for voters. -■ 

It said it would announce spe- 
cial dates for voters in areas of 
South Lebanon under Israeli con- 
trol but said tbe polls would be 
held under the supervision of 
U.N. peacekeepers there. 

Most Christian areas observed 
a general strike on Thursday to 
protest against plans to hold elec- 
tions before a Syrian pall back. 

The LF, tiie strongest militia in 
Lebanon until private armies 
were disbanded last year, spear- 
heads the opposition to the polls. 

Security sources and diplomats 
fear the Christian campaign 
against elections will lead to a 
new cycle of violence as Mr. 
Hrawi’ s government ■ is deter- 
mined that the elections should 
go ahead. 

Christian opposition to pres- 
idential elections in 1988 led to a , 
power struggle and sparked fight- 
ing that killed some 3,000 before 
the civil war’s end in 1990. 

• Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam warned Christ-' 
ian opponents last week that Sy- 
rian troops might remain in 
Beirut and other areas after 
September if the elections were- 
foiled. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli 
jets raid 
Hizbollah 
positions 

NABATTYEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
des) — Israeli warplanes blasted 
bases of resistance fighters in 
South Lebanon on Friday in the 
second such attack in 24 hours, 
security sources said. 

They said two Israeli fighter 
jets made two bombing runs and 
fired six rockets on Hizbollah 
positions in the Iqlizn Al Toufah 
district while another provided 
protection. 

Hie IqGm AI Toufah mountain 
ridge, about 40 kilometres south 
of Beirut, is a strategic area that 
links resistance territory with an 
Israeli-held strip in South Leba- 
non that runs to tbe Israeli bor- 
ders. 

An Israeli army spokeswoman 
confirmed tbe second Israeli air 
attack in two days, saying: 

“Israeli air force planes before 
noon again attacked posts of the 
Hizbollah organisation in Jabil 
Safi in Lebanon. Hie posts were 
hit and all our planes retained 
safely to base.” 

Hizbollah has been using the 
hills as a jumping ground to 
attack Israeli troops and their 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia allies who patroj the 15- 
kflometre deep self-styled Israeli 
“security zone.” 

Witnesses saw palls of black 
smoke rising over hills in ‘Ain 
Bouswar and Jabil Safi but jour- 
nalists were not allowed to 
approach the site. There was no 
immediate word on casualties. 


Nominations begin for 
Aug. 18 bye-elections 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood Friday announced 
its candidates for the Aug. 18 
bye-elections in the Fourth and 
Sixth districts of Amman. 

The announcement came as a 
three-day nomination period be- 
gan Friday. Earlier this week it 
was not dear if the Brotherhood 
would field a candidate for the 
Fourth District where a seat was 
vacated by the death of Deputy 
Naef Al Hadid last month. 

The Brotherhood has chosen 
Dr. Hani Al Tahrawi, lawyer and 
former head of Sahab Municipal- 
ity as its candidate. Dr. Tahrawi 
has both dose tribal and regional 
links, said Ziad Abu Gbanimeh, 
a spokesman for tbe Brother- 
hood. 

The Brotherhood's candidate 
in tbe Sixth District (Madaba) 
Mohammad Kbreibat, belongs to 
the Azaideh tribe, just as the late 
Deputy Ahmed Qteish Al 
Azaideh. 

Political analysts suggested that 
by choosing Dr. Tahrawi the 
Brotherhood “is killing two birds 
with one stone.” Like many 
Brotherhood representatives 
from Madaba and Irbid, both Dr. 
Tahrawi and Mr. Khreibat belong 
to large and prominent families. 

Dr. Tahrawi joins five other 
candidates already in the race. 
Three of the candidates are from 
tbe Al Hadid clan, Deifallah, 
Arwar, and Minweir, while two 


others, Mohammad Al Shobaki 
and Salman Dabubi, are mem- 
bers of established families in the 
Fourth District. 

The Brotherhood currently has 
21 deputies in the Lower House 
of Parliament but hopes to in- 
crease its number in the 1993 
legislative elections. 

During the 1989 elections 15 
out of the 22 deputies elected 
came from urban centres, such as 
Amman, Zarka and Irbid. Obser- 
vers of the Brotherhood say that 
by linking up with prominent 
tribal ists the Brotherhood could 
make gains in the heartland of 
tribal and traditional pro- 
establishment politics. 

“The south, the rural and tribal 
areas are still open pastures for 
political parties of all kinds, and it 
will be there where the new poli- 
tical organisations will test their 
strength to influence the electo- 
rate.” said the political observer. 

But it will also be in the urban 
centres and the seven districts 
of Amman that the Brotherhood 
will have to prove that despite its 
mixed record in the Lower House 
since the 1989 elections, it can 
still hold on to its electorate. 

It will become dear later this 
week how many of the 35,000 in 
each district will register and take 
advantage of their voting rights. 
In 1989, over 80 per cent of the 
Jordanians who were registered 
voted, but only some 45 per cent 
of the eligible voters bad regr 

(Continued on page 5) 


Senate approves law on 
parties with minor changes 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — One week after the 
government promised to lobby 
against an Upper House (Senate) 
proposal to ban teachers from 
membership in political parties, 
the Senate has endorsed the law 
as it was proposed by the Lower 
House without any major amend- 
ments. 

A conflict appeared to be 
brewing last week over a proposal 
by 20 senators to introduce an 
amendment to the law which 
would keep teachers and em- 
ployees of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion exduded from political activ- 
ity in the country. The govern- 
ment immediately retorted by 
labelling the proposal as “un- 
democratic” and an attempt to 
delay the lifting of a 36-year ban 
on political pluralism in tiie coun- 
try. 

“The proposal was debated in 
the Law Committee of the Senate 
and we briefed them on our point 
of view and they were satisfied 
with this,” a senior government 
official told the Jordan Times 
Friday. 

However, an amendment was 
introduced stressing the need to 
maintain the neutrality of the 
educational institutions and not 
using them as “installations” for 
political activity. 

This “compromise" was 
reached after tbe Law Committee 
held three consecutive meetings 
to discuss the proposal with gov- 
ernment officials. Present at the 
meetings were Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Educa- 
tion Tbougan Hindawi. Minister 
of the Interior Jawdat Sboul, 
Minister of State for Parliamen- 
tary Affairs Atef B to ash and a 
number of senators and deputies. 

The 20 senators who proposed 
the ban on teachers feared that 
teachers’ involvement in political 
activity would “detract from the 
educational purpose of schools 
and would cause cracks and poli- 
tical party groupring at all levels 


beginning from classrooms up to 
and including the ministry itself.” 

The government, however, 
argued that the teachers were 
also members of the Jordanian 
society and as such have their 
own particular set of grievances 
which need addressing within the 
framework of political parties. 

Another amendment intro- 
duced by the senatr-s was adding 
“within the law" to Article 18 
item A which stipulates “a poli- 
tical party's offices, documents, 
correspondence, means of com- 
munication are immune to survei- 
lance, forceful inspection or con- 
fiscation.” 

This amendment was intro- 
duced by the “lawyers” among 
the senators who wanted it to 
“tighten loose ends” although its 
meaning was implicit throughout 
tiie law. 

“Even without the amendment 
the government would require a 
legal order before it can inspect 
any political party's headquar- 
ters," a senator, who asked he 
remain anonymous, said. “But 
some senators felt it was neces- 
sary to make the addition just so 
the article would not be seen as 
an absolute freedom for the par- 
ty.” 

According to the senator the 
only absolute freedom guaran- 
teed by the Jordanian Constitu- 
tion is protection of the citizen 
from expulsion from his country. 
“Any other freedom is controlled 
by law. 

“The legally-minded among 
the senators feared that protec- 
tion of political party's offices, 
documents, correspondence and 
means of communication would 
also become absolute," the sena- 
tor said. 

Hie Lower House will now 
debate the amendments proposed 
by the Senate before the law is 
finalised and is put into effect. 
For spediency.'the Lower House 
is expected to hold an open de- 
bate of the amendments rather 
than refer them to the Law Com- 
mittee for further scrutiny. 


«2)r. Cjliai Son Jk San 


9 


D.D.S., M. Sc. (London) 

Formerly consultant & bead of Oral Surgery 
Department at the Royal Medical Services 
Visiting advisor to the Oral Surgery and Dentistry Unit at 
Pharoen Hospital in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 


Now opened His Own Clinic 


Jabal Amman. Third Circle. Rawhi Medical Centre 
opposite Khalidi Hospital 
# Clinic tel.: 658000 - Home 663063 
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Demirel gives warning 
on water to neighbours 


SANLIURFA, Turkey (R)" — 
Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel told Syria and Iraq on 
Friday they could not lay claim to 
Turkey’s rivers any more than 
Ankara could claim their oil.- 

“This is a matter of sovereign- 
ty. This is our land. We have the 
right to do anything we like," he 
told a news conference. 

“The water resources are Tur- 
key’s. The oil resources are 
theirs. We do not say we share 
their oil resources. They cannot 
say they share our water re- 
sources,” he said m Istanbul. 

Mr. Demirel’s remarks are cer- 
tain to inizate Turkey's down- 
stream neighbours Syria and 
Iraq, which both use the Eup- 
hrates and Tigris for power and 
irrigation. 

Mr. Demirel was speaking on 
the eve of a lavish party Turkey is 
throwing to start turbines at the 
Ataturk Dam on the Euphrates 
River, key to a $25 billion plan 
for the troubled southeast. 

President Turgut Ozal and Mr. 
Demirel will host leaders from' 
over a dozen countries at a spec- 
tacular ceremony on Saturday at 
the dam, 62 kilometres northwest 
of Sanlinrfe. 

Turkish newspapers say the 
televised extravaganza at the re- 
servoir, involving displays of wa- 
ter ballet, lasers, fireworks and 
balloons, is costing more than S3 
million. 

The turbines are starting a year 
behind schedule because the dam 
lake has filled more slowly than 
first planned. 

Turkish officials say this is be- 
cause Ankara has kept a 1987 
promise to keep the Euphrates 
flowing across the Syrian border 
at an average of 500 cubic metres 
a second. 

Mr. Demirel gave no indication 
of any change in Ankara's policy, 
but said the rivers belonged to 
Turkey up to its borders. 

The two turbines are among 
eight 300-megawat units at the 


$2.7 billion dam, which stands 
169 metres high and ranks as the 
ninth biggest rock-filled dam in, 
the world. 

Turkey has pinned enormous 
hopes on the southeast Anatolia 
project (GAP), which envisage 
22 dams and 19 hydroelectric' 
plants on die Euphrates and Tig- 
ris by the year 2005. 

Successive governments have 
creamed off scarce investment 
funds for GAPs ambitious goals 
to harness Turkey’s two greatest 
rivers, irrigate 1.7 million hec- 
tares of land in eight provinces 
and develop the impoverished 
southeast 

The project is also touted as an 
economic answer to Kurdish un- 
rest in a region where more than 
4,300 people have been killed 
since Kurdish guerrillas began a 
war for independence in 1984. 

Critics fear taxpayers may get 
scant return on their money. 

The mainly Arab farmers in the 
beat-scorched Harran Plain abut- 1 
ting the Syrian border will be the 
first to benefit from irrigation 
when water starts flowing though 
twin 26.4 kilometres tunnels from 
the Ataturk Dam in 1994. 

No land reform is planned in an 
area where eight per cent of 
fanners are estimated to own 50 
per cent of the land. 

Some southeastern provinces 
most ravaged by Kurdish-related 
violence fall outside the scope of 
GAP and many Kurds say only a 
political solution can end the 
long-running conflict. 

The Ataturk Dam, centre- 
piece of GAP, will eventually 
generate 8.9 billion kilowatt- 
hours of power a year, cdfnpared 
with Turkey's 1991 total produc- 
tion of 60 billion KWH. 

It will account for almost a 
third of the 27.3 billion KWH to 
be produced by the whole GAP 
project and its reservoir will ini-' 
gate 476,000 hectares of land in 
the Sanliurfa region and the Har- 
ran Plain. 


Lebanese hijacker and notorious 
French criminal escape from prison 


OBE, Switzerland (AP) — Swiss 
police have launched a massive 
manhunt after a convicted 
Lebanese hijacker, one of 
France’s most wanted men and 
two other dangerous criminals 
escaped from jail. 

Hussein Hariri, a Lebanese 
serving a life prison sentence for 
hijacking an Air Aftique airliner 
and killing a French passenger in 
1987, broke out of the top secur- 
ity Bochuz prison mid- morning. 
Valid cantonal police said. 

At his side was Frenchman 
Jacques Hyver, jailed for 10 years 
for bolding a Geneva banker's 
family hostage. It was Mr. Hyv- 
er’s second successful jail break. 
In l987 he escaped from a French 
prison where he was serving a 
lengthy sentence for kidnapping 
the then vice-president of the 
French employers' organisation 
and murdering a night club own- 
er. The 43-year-old tried to 
escape from Swiss prisons twice. 

Two other convicts jailed for 
hostage-taking and assault, also 
fled. A fifth man was recaptured 
by police shortly after the break- 
out. 

Prison director Andre Vallot- 
ton said the convicts overpo- 
wered prison staff and temporari- 
ly held them hostage. They seized 
a truck making deliveries to the 
prison and drove it through the 
perimeter fence. The men then 
commandeered a passing car and 
managed to shake off their police 
pursuers near Yverdon , a peace- 
ful spa town near the French 
border. 

Police sealed off roads in the 
area and brought in helicopters to 
help in the search. They found 
the car, but no trace of the four 
escapees. 

A previous attempt to escape 
in March 1990 was thwarted at 
the last minute. He bad managed 
to saw through the bars of his ceO 


and climb down a rope, but he 
was detected by radar before he 
reached the outer fence. 

Hariri would have been elibile 
for parole in the year 2003, but 
one month ago a local court 
sentenced him an additional two 
years for setting fire to his cell 
twice in 1990. 

Switzerland’s supreme court 
sentenced Hariri, now aged 26, to 
life imprisonment in February 
1989. The court described Hariri 
as a cold blooded fanatic. It 
convicted him on seven counts. 

Hariri commandeered an Air 
Afrique DC-10 on a flight from 
Brazzaville, Congo; to Paris in 
July 1987 to press demands for 
the release of Lebanese and 
Palestinians held by France, West 
Germany and Israel. 

He demanded to be flown to 
Beirut but agreed to a refuelling 
stop in Geneva, where he shot 
dead 28-year-old Frenchman 
Xavier-Gmllaume Beaulieu and 
seriously injured a flight atten- 
dant when his deadline for 
readying the plane, expired. 

Geneva police stormed the 
plane and arrested Hariri after 
crew members overpowered him 
and passengers began fleeing the 
plane. He was the lone hijacker. 

At his trial he refused to testify 
about prosecution allegations 
that he was on a mission for the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah group, the 
umbrella organisation blamed for 
bolding most of the Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon. However, 
while in custody he reportedly 
claimed he had links with Hizbol- 
lah. 

There was widespread specula- 
tion in the Swiss press that the 
kidnapping of three workers of 
the International Committee of 
the Red Corss (ICRC) in Leba- 
non was linked to attempts to 
pressure the Swiss government 
into concessions on Hariri. 


Heavy 
fighting 
halts food 
supplies 
to Juba 

NAIROBI (AP) — Heavy fight- 
ing has halted emergency food 
flights to hundreds of thousands 
of starving people in southern 
Sudan’s capita] of Juba, aid work- 
ers said Thursday. 

Officials of the Lutheran 
World Federation and the U.N. 
World Food Programme, the 
only agencies which deliver food 
to the city besieged by rebels, 
said planes have been unable to 
land since Sunday. 

The city’s estimated 235,000 
civilians mainly depend on food 
delivered by the two agencies. 

Bob Koepp of the Lutheran 
federation said his agency flew 
the last shipment of 230 tonnes 
last week. The town needs a 
minimum of 400 tonnes a week, 
be said. 

“The food situation Is very 
bad,” Mr. Koepp said. 

Dieter Hannusch of the World 
Food Programme said there were 

reports a government aircraft 
landed in Juba on Wednesday, but 
was unable to unload due to 
shelling by the rebel Sudan Peo- 
ples’ Liberation Army (SPLA). 
The government flies food and 
material to its troops in the Juba 
region. 

The Lutherans deliver their 
supplies to civilians from Nairobi 
and the World Food Programme 
from Sudan's capital, Khartoum. 

The rebels said in a statement 
Thursday that fighting was raging 
in Juba's outskirts and that they 
had destroyed a military detach- 
ment attempting a breakout from 
the city the previous day. 

They said the rebels also shot* 
down a helicopter gunship sup- 
porting the soldiers. 

The report could not be inde- 
pendently verified. 

It was the second government 
helicopter the rebels claimed they 
shot down with surface-to-air 
missiles. 

The rebels said they shot 
another helicopter Sunday near 
its their former headquarters in 
the town of Torit, 130 kilometres 
southeast of Juba. Thirty-five 
troops aboard were killed, the 
rebels said. 

Torit is one of several towns 
previously held by rebels that the 
government captured in a majtir 
offensive that began early tins’ 
year. 

The rebels took up arms in 
1983 to press for increased auton- 
omy for the predominantly 
Christian and animist south. 

The Muslim north traditionally 
controls the central government 
in Khartoum. 


American voters looking 
inward; Iraq looms larger 


I WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Americans are aiming inward 
during this first election year of 
the post cold war era, and only 
rising tensions over Iraq seem 
capable of diverting voters 
from their fixation oa domestic- 
issues. 

The international situation is 
far more benign now than it 
was four years ago when Euro- 
pean communism was still 
alive, there was no Middle 
East peace process, and the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union were fighting proxy 
wan on three cont in e n ts. 

The Democrats captured the 
national mood last week by 
bandy mentioning Yugoslavia, 
scene of Europe’s first war in 
four decades, and giving short 
shrift to such issues as the' 
Middle East, Haiti and Chi- 
na. 

President George Bush and 
Democratic candidate Bill 
Clinton agree that deeper U.S. 
political and military involve- 
ment in Yugoslavia would be a 
mistake despite the continuing 
humanitarian crisis there. 

Political analysts point out 
that the national trend towards 
introspection is not surprising 
at a time of mounting econo- 
mic and social problems at 
home and no obvious militaiy 
threat from abroad. The latter 
situation is a luxury Americans 
have not enjoyed in a presiden- 
tial election year since 1936. 

All this has prompted a ma- 
jor effort among some Repub- 
licans to have Secretary of 
State James Baker leave the 


State Department and help out 
with Mr. Bush’s troubled 
reelection campaign effort. 
Mr. Bush insists no decision 
has been made. 

Some argue that it is less 

essential for Mr. Baker to con- 
tinue on at the State Depart- 
ment now that be has success- 
fully negotiated deep cuts in 
nuclear weapons with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and 
helped get the Middle East 
peace process moving spin. 

Robert Hunter, an associate 
at the Centre for Strategic and 
InteAiational Studies, says Mr. 
Baker should stay on at the 
State Department regardless of 
whether foreign policy is a 
secondary issue in this year’s 
election campaign. 

“To tiie extent that there is a 
chance for moving forward in 
the Middle East peace process, 
it would be zero without Bak- 
er,” says Mr. Hunter. 

Diplomacy in the Middle 
East, he says “is a highly per- 
sonalised thing. Yon can’t take 
Baker out and put somebody 
else in as an interchangeable 
part.” 

The Brookings Institution’s 
Helmut Sonneoteldt said Mr. 
Baker’s “absence would be 
felt” in the Middle East if he 
leaves the State Department 
but that it would not be fetal to 
the peace process. More im- 
portant than Mr. Baker to the 
process, Mr. Sonnenfeldt be- 
lieves, was the election last 
month of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin 

Both Mr. Hunter and Mr. 


Sonnenfeldt agree that the 
generally complacent public 
mood on foreign affairs could 
be shaken by the Iraqi issue 
and the way Mr. Bush handles 
it. 

In response to Iraq’s de- 
fiance of U.N. efforts to locate 
and destroy weapons of mass 
destruction, the Bush admmis- 
tration’s rhetoric has become 
increasingly strident 

“We are not ruling out the 
use of military force," pres- 
idential Press Secretary Marlin 
Fitzwater said Wednesday. 
Pentagon officials note that 
17,000 U.S. military personnel 
remain in .the Gnlf region 
along with 250 American fight- 
er planes. 

To Mir. Hunter and other 
experts, there is no doubt that 
Mr. Bush will take into 
account the potential political 
fallout of any decision to use 
force again against Iraq. 

Mr. Hunter says there is no 
pressing need to move against 
Iraq before the election. 

“Iraq is a < long-term issue," 
Mr. Hunter says. “Bush can 
deal with it now or deal with it 
later.” 

Mr. Clin ton, meanwhile, in- 
dicated in a statement Thurs- 
day he could support mifitazy 
action against Iraq under' cer- 
tain conditions. 

“Let there be no mistake If 
the United Nations decides to 
use force to ensure Iraqi com- 
pliance with the ceasefire 
agreements, I wfl] support 
American participation in such 
action,” he said. 


Turkey voices concern at Cyprus snag 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel on Friday voiced concern at 
an apparent snag in U.N.-led 
talks on Cyprus, saying any dead- 
lock would damage Turkey. 

“Any breakdown in the Cyprus 
talks would create grave results 
for Turkey,” Mr. Demirel told an 
Istanbul news conference. “The 
possibility worries me.” 

The talks, which began in June 
and resumed on July 15 after a 
three-week break, are aimed at 
reuniting Cyprus under a bi- 
communaf,- R-zbhaT federal' sys- 
tem.; 

Britain's U.N. Ambassador Sir 
David Hannay said in New York 
on Thursday that UJJ. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghal! bad deli- 
vered a “rather disturbing re- 
port” on progress in the Cyprus 
talks to the five Security Council 
permanent members. 

The U.N. chief sought to “en- 


list our support in handling that 
situation, which as you know is a 
bit stuck at the moment,” Mr. 
Hannay said. “We will indeed be 
helping him in that way, I think. 
We are planning to meet Mr. 
Denktash to m orrow.” 

Turkish media said Turirisb- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
had asked for a one-day post- 
ponement of talks due to have 
taken place on Thursday. They 
quoted Mr. Denktash as saying 
be would tell Mr. GhaH be was 
ready to accept a 1986 U.N. 
proposal on territorial adjust-j 
- meats on the. divided island. 

“We have always been in., 
favour of a fair, just and work- 
able solution,” Mr. Demirel said, 
adding that any settlement should 
meet the expectations of Turkish 
and Greek Cypriots. 

“Any hasty solution forcefully 
imposed on the two sides would 
have little chance of survival,” he 


Six Israeli- Arabs visit Tunisia 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Six Israefi- 
Arab leaders, including a newly 
elected member of parliament, 
left Friday for Tunisia in what 
could be another chapter in 
Israel's strange relations with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The group is to attend a cultu- 
ral festival in the Tunisian city of 
Carthage, near the capital of 
Tunis til at is headquarters to the 
PLO. 

While the members would not 
say if they would meet PLO 
officials, the group includes Dr. 
Ahmad Tibi, who has been a 
bridge for indirect Israeli contacts 
with the organisation. 

Israeli law forbids contacts with 
the PLO as a supposed "terror- 
ist” organisation. But suggestions 
have been made to change the 
law to allow meetings unless they 
are aimed at harming die Jewish 
state. 

Before his departure, Mr. Tibi 
told the Jerusalem Arabic daily 
A1 Nabar that be saw his role “as 
trying to narrow the differences 


between Israel and the Palesti- 
nians” in the Middle East peace 
process. 

He described himself as “quiet 
diplomat” and said mediation 
was more important since the 
election last month of the left- 
leaning government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

The Israeii-Arabs’ visit to 
Tonis followed a public meeting 
last mouth between members of 
the Palestinian delegation to 
U.S.-backed peace talks and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ar afat. 

Police questioned them about 
the incident but filed no charges. 
Mr. Rabin later told reporters be 
considered such a meeting to be 
of marginal importance com- 
pared with success in the peace 
process. 

Even before Mr. Rabin’s elec- 
tion, the previous cabinet of Yit- 
zhak Shamir of the right-wing 
Likud Party essentially looked 
the other way when Palestinian 
negotiators consulted privately 
with PLO officials. 


Although Israel views the PLO 
as its arch enemy, it has indirectly 
negotiated several prisoner ex- 
changes with the organisation. In 
1981, the United States mediated 
an Israeli-PLO ceasefire along 
tiie Lebanon border. 

The Israeli- Arab group, which 
includes lawmaker Hashem 
Mahameed of the Communist 
Party, will visit Egypt for talks 
with Osama Al-Baz, a senior 
adviser to President Hosni 
Mubarak, cn route to next week’s 
festival in Tunisia. 

Another member of the group 
is Ahmad Darwish, an official of 
an Arab political party whose 
brother, Mahmoud Darwish, is & 
poet living in exile whose 
nationalist writings are admired 
by Palestinians.' 

The Israeli -Arab community, 
about 800,000 in population, has 
strong family and cultural ties to ( 
the Palestinian in the occupied 
temtories. But unlike the 1.8 
million Palestinians, they have , 
Israeli citizenship. 1 


said. 

“We have always been for a 
compromising approach. Failure 
to mid a political solution... is 
harming Turkey in many ways.” 

Turkey occupied northern 
Cyprus in 1974 after a coup in 
Nicosia backed by the military 
junta then ruling Greece. In 1983 
Turkish Cypriots proclaimed a 
state, recognised only by Ankara. 

Russia 
praises 
Baker trip 

MOSCOW ( AP) — The Russian 
Foreign Ministry on Friday 
praised U.S. Secretary of States 
James Baker’s Middle East trip as 
“an important step” in the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Sergei Yazstrzhembsky said 
chances “for progress in reaching 
a settlement” have never beta so 
good. 

Russia attributes tbe improved 
c limat e to the new Israeli govern- 
ment of Yitzhak Rabin “whose 
platform has elements opening 
real prospects for achieving prac- 
tical accords,” he said. 

“We ; regard (Mr. Baker’s trip) 
as an important step towards the 
preparation of the sixth round ot 
bilateral Israeli- Arab talks and 
meetings of multilateral working 
groups,” Mr. Yazstrzhembsky 
said. 

Progress at the talks depends' 
on whether all rides wifi by flexi- 
ble and wilting to compromise, he 
said. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
is sending a special envoy to the 
Middle East for consultations 
with foreign ministers in the re- 
gion, Mr. Yazstrzhembsky said. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Lebanese troops take buildings from militias 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese troops on Friday seized five buildings 
occupied by militias during the civil war after a government 
deadline expired for Lebanese to surrender arnd and war booty, 
de fence minis tr y sources said. Among the buildings reclaimed was 
a television station, tiie Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation 
(LBC), which was nm by the righting Lebanese Forces (LF) in the 
resort of Jomrieh, north of Beirut LBC resumed broadcasting on 
Friday from another location. Troops also moved into 
buildings held by the Druze Progressive Socialist Party (PSP), tile 
Damascus-backed Suits Muslim Asnal movement, tiie pro-Iranian 
HizboQab (Party of God) and one used by extremists. Lebanese 
troops on Thursday confiscated weapons from the LF, the PSP, 
Amal and tiie Syrian Social National Party. A one-month deadline 
set by the government for the surrender of unlicenced rifles and 
handguns expired on Tuesday. Tbe militias were disbanded last 
year and ordered to hand over heavy and medium weapons but 
allowed to keep their light arms. The government is trying to 
tighten security ahead of Lebanon’s first general elections in 20 
years expected in August and September. 

U.N. monitors fly to Somalia 

NAIROBI (AP) — Kenyan authorities have allow ed 47 unarmed 
international ceasefire monitors to fly to Somalia’s capital, ending 
an eight-hour standoff. A U.N. official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said authorities at Nairobi’s international airport 
allowed the flight to leave for Mogadishu after talks between local 
officials and Mohammad Sahnoun, the U.N. special envoy to 
Somalia. The official had said earlier that the Kenyans had given 
no explanation for bolding up the flight. Mr. Sahnoun was 
scheduled to follow the monitors in a separate plane. The United 
Nations is sending the monitors in an effort to improve security in 
Mogadishu, where fighting and looting have hampered humanita- 
rian efforts. Andrew Natsios of tbe U.S. Agency for International 
Development estimates 2,000 people are dying daily in and around 
tiie devastated city. Somalia’s interim president, Ali Mahtfi 
Mohammad, and his rival General Mohammad Farrah Aideed 
agreed to tire monitors as part of a United Natious-brokered 
ceasefire in early March. The ceasefire came after five months of 
•fighting that killed more than 30,000 people. Hie first three 
monitors and an adviser arrived on July 6. 

Insurgents kill four Turkish soldiers 

BITLIS, Turkey (AP) — Turkish Kurdish rebels killed four 
sokfiers and wounded four others in this southern province 
Thursday, the Anatolia news agency reported. Tbe dash occurred 
near the village of KoQndere, when the guerrillas opened fire on 
troops on patrol, the agency said. The guerrillas are from the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), which has been fighting for self-rule 
since 1984 in southeastern Turkey, where about half of the 
country’s 12 million Kurds live. More than 4,100 insurgents, 
soldiers and civilians have died in tire clashes linked to tbe Kurdish 
independence bid. 

Death toll In Cairo house collapse rises to 11 

CAIRO (R) — At least 11 people were killed when a seven-storey 
house collapsed in Cairo early on Thursday, police said on Friday. 
A 12-year-old girl was pulled alive from the nibble 17 boors after 
the collapse in tiie impoverished Cairo district of Rod A1 Farag. Her 
42-year-old mother was the only other survivor rescued from tbe 
ruins. Residents said the owner of the building had illegally added 
four storeys. 

Bombs hit banks, store in Turkish cities 

ANKARA (R) — Petrol bombs hit seven b ank offices in Tsfanhnl 
and an Ankara drapery store overnight, nmdng damage but no 
■casualties, the AnatoHah news agency said on Friday. An anony- 
mous caller to newspapers claimed the Istanbul attacks for an 
outlawed group, tiie agency said, fid not name it. Turkey’s 
most lethal extremist group Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left), has 
claimed similar attacks in tiie past as well as many political killings. 
Hurriyet newspaper reported Dev-Sol said it was behind the 
wounding of two police guards outside the Turkish union of banks 
bull ding in central Ankara on Thursday. 

■ 

Britain expels 3 Ir anians 


LONDON (R) — Britain Friday 
ordered three Iranians to leave 
within a week but denied it was 
retaliating for Tehran’s expulsion 
of a British diplomat. 

None of the trio was a diplo- 
mat, the Foreign Office said. 

The three being ousted on “the 
grounds that their continued pre- 
sence in the United Kingdom is 
not conducive to the public good 
for reasons of national security.” 
A Foreign Office spokes- 
woman said the expulsions were 
“totally unconnected” to Iran's 
decision tins week to expel Brit- 
ish diplomat Geoffrey B rammer 
by tiie end of July. 

She said Britain’s decision was 
the result of “painstaking inves- 
tigations which predate Mr. 
Bnunmer’s detention.” 

Iranian authorities arrested 
Mr. B rammer on June 17 'accus- 
ing him of spying. 

The Foreign Office named the 
Iranians being expelled as: Mefadi 
SayedSadegtri, Mahmoud Mehdi 
Soltani and Gassem Vakhsbiteh. 
It said the first two had -been 
working unofficially at the Ira- 
nian embassy and the third was a 
student. 


The Foreign Office spokes- 
woman said Mr. Swd^ghj was 
being deported “because of bis 
involvement in unacceptable in- 
telligence activities.” The other 
two were being expelled for asso- 
ciating with the unnamed foreign 
intelligence sendee. 

The spokeswoman declined to 
say whether the expulsions were 
co nn ected to an Iranian dead) 
order against Indian-bom British 
author Salman Rushdie. 

Diplomatic relations between 
London and Tehran were severed 
in 1989 after then banian leader 
Ayatollah RnhoDah Khomeini 
issued the Fatwa on Mr. Rushdie, 
accused of blasph emin g against 
Islam in his book “Tbe Statanic 
Verses.” 

Relations were restored in 
September 1990 and had shown 
signs of improvement but analysts 
say the latest series of expulsions 
suggest a new .coolness on Anglo- 
Iranian ties. 

Asked whether Britain planned 
to re taliate over Mr. B rammer’s 
expulsion, the spokeswoman re- 
plied, “we retain the right to 
expel any of their diplomats. 
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Meteorology. 
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fresh winds and choppy seas. 
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Deserts 13/30 

Jordan Valley 22/35 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 27, Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 50 per cent, Aqaba 32 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr- Mohammad Al Sbawisb . 
Dr. Busan Karadsbch ........ 

Dr. Keyed Halayqa 

Dr. Saecd Abu Hatab 

Fires pharmacy 

Foriows pharmacy 

Al Asema pharmacy . .. 

Nnhonklt pharmacy ............ 

AI Sal&m pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmesani pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Al Qatm 

AJ Shares' pharmacy 

ZAKQA: 


Dr. ZmdJu'citini - 

Kbabfefa pharmacy 

(-) 

- 98S417 

EMERGENCIES 


... 637111 

Ovi] Defence Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

C5v3 Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Po&ce — 192,621111.637777 
Fire Brigade .891228 

Highway Poficc 

-. 843402 

Traffic PoEce 

PaUcSecarityDcpnueat 

Hotel Chmpiamts 

-896390 
_ 80321 
-.606800 

Price Corapiamts - - 

Water and Sewerage 

-.661176 

Amman Municipality 

CoatpUnts_.l 

Telephone Information 
(directory assitance) ....... 

-.787111 
121 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair*.. 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 
Jordan Television 

.. 623101 
661101 
-.773111 
.. 774111 

Water Authority 

..680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority 815615 
Electric P ow er 

Company 636381 

RJFtigbthjfoonation 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 


.813813/32 

644281/6 

— 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
.. 664171/4 
-...669131 

— 845845 
.. 667227/9 
66607/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/90 

674155 


AMMAN: 

Hmackj Medfcal Centre 
Khufidi Maternity. J. Asm . 
AkSeh Maternity. J. Am- 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

■ Matbas, J. Anna 

Palestine, ShmeaanJ 

Stanani Hospital 

University Hospital r.„ 

Al-Moasber Hospital ...... 

The Islamic, AbdaE 

Al-AhB. Abdafi 

Italian, AJ-MnhaJreen 

Al-B*sfairJ, Ashra&eh. 

Army, Maria 

OsecnABa Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQAi 

Zarqa Govt. Horehal 

Zama Nation) Haphal _ i 

Ibn Sma Hospital i 

AlHfan Modern Hospital .— 
ntBUh 



Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AJ Nafera Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: s 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

■ ■■ I • . 

Tbh mfoanedoa ft supplied bj Royal 
Jordeauu (RJ) in formati o n deport- 
meat el tbe Oases AM httenaooetl 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5. when k 
sboakl afoa/r he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FQgtrta 
(Terminal 1) 

— . — Watta,KashL^>H I (IU) 

IWS New Deflri (RJ) 

1*15 DbahrenflU). 

IWB „ — ‘Dareami ! ftJ) 

Md* Karachi, DtriwinCT 

114t — .. .— Colombo (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 


H:15 Beirut (RJ) 

17*5 Cairo (RJ) 

1*25 Istanbul (RJ) 

Bfctii .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

IhlS Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

lfc30 London (RJ) 

Othor Flights (Terminal 2) 

IteW Sanaa (TY) 

Paris (AF) 

**00 Rome, Beirut (AZ) 

2k35 Cairo (MS) 

Hs45 .... Dubai (EM) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarnrinal 1) . 


17:15 

•M • 

ua» 

Usd* 

12*5 

1L5* 

13*5 

liSS 

SklS 

2U3* 

2U4S 


Beaut I 


Amster d am, New > 

Istanbul ( 

Paris. Brussels < 

Geneva, Madrid ( 

Cairo ( 

London ( 

Lamaca ( 

Jeddah ( 

— — . Bahrein, Doha ( 

Aba Dhabi! 

•Dabrij 


4*U5 Beirut (h 

1 2*3* Sanaa 0 



23d* Damascus. Parish 


uppemower pnee m 

Appfcfred) — _V„ 

Apricot 

R»w« m 

Banna (Mnlemnmarj 

Bean 

CuBfioacr 

^cmnbersnargt) 

CacranbereiRBafli ... 


Leona 

Marrow (large) 
Marrow maid) , 
Onion {dry) — 
OiDon (treenl „ 


Peaches 

Peat 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•5^ Cjpm(CY) 


Potato 

Sweet Meton m 

Tomato 

Watermelon 


_. 400/350 
.. 500 / 450 
.. 550/500 
„ 560 / 300 

: 90/40 

240/200 
... 240/180 
80/40 
... 140/90 
_ 130/30 
.-S5Q/4S0 
. 700 / 600 
- 130/W 
. 260/200 
.. 130/80 
.. 150/100 
. 440 / 360 
. 540 / 400 

_ 420/360 
... 350/2® 
. 200/150 
.. 140/90 
. 180/120 
_ ZW 160 
.... 60/30 
50/20 
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confidence in national economic policies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Vice Presi- 
dent of the World Bank Caio 
Koch-Wesser has ended a two- 
day visit to Jordan and left Am- 
man after meeting with His 
Majesty King Hussein, IBs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince- Hassan 
and Jordanian officials to 
Jordan-World Bank cooperation 
in monetary and economic 
affairs. 

Mr. Koch-Wesser., responsible 
i for Near Middle East and North 
African Affairs, at the World 
Bank, met the King Thursday in 
the presence of Minister of Plan- 
ning Zjad Fariz, with whom he 
bad discussions earlier. 

Crown Prince Hassan stressed 
% his meeting with' Mr. Koch- 
Wesser the importance of a re- 
gional development perspective 
and the need for the people of the 
same region to embark on 
meaningful and serious coopera- 
tion with natural resources. 

It is not the theories about 


economic development that help 
develop/the region, but rather 
regional political and .-economic 
decisions that can help achieve 
that goal, said the Crown Prince. 

. .. Discussions at the meeting fo- 
cused oh. ways to promote coop- 
eration inthe region which could - 
help boost political* economic 
and social development 

Mr. Koch-Wesser .said the . 
World Bank intends to help push 
forward efforts aimed at attaining 
. peace, particularly.' die negotia- 
tions tackling cooperation in the 
economy, water and the environ- 
ment. 

Mr. Koch-Wasser had met with 
Prime Minister Sharif -Zeid Ben 
Shaker in the presence of Dr. 
JPaxiz and Safwan Bataineh, the 
prime minister’s economic advi- 
sor. - 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, they discussed 
Jordan's economy, the role' of the 
-private sector in exporting 


national products, unemploy- 
ment and poverty. 

The prime minister stressed 
that Jordan was totally commit- 
ted to the peace process in 
accordance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the re- 
gional cooperation. 

Mr. Koch-Wesser said that the 
World Bank has confidence that 
the government’s policies were 
enabling die national economy to 
achieve sustainable growth. He 
said so far all indications point to 
the success of die implementation 
of die economic restructuring 
programme agreed on with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) giving positive indications 
of economic growth 

In an interview published in the 
Jordan Times earlier this month. 
Dr. 'Bataineh noted that Jordan's 
economy has come out of an 
eight-year recession and was set 
to show greater growth this year 
than forecast by the IMF. 



Water crisis to worsen by 2010; 
JWA: Stricter rationing expected 




World Bank Vkx-Pnside&t Caio Kocb-We 
n ft niin 


_ . /*■’$ 

discusses economic affairs with His Majesty King 


police capture gang of embezzlers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seven- 
member gang of embezzlers and 
thieves has been caught by die 
police following a spate of frauds, 
embezzlements and other related 
crimes in the capital. 

A. spokesman for the police 
authorities in the Amman region 
sa^ th^ the' sieved' sighed fbrge^j 
cheques ’’that ; bounced and dp? ‘ 
branded local firms" _ 

The spokesman said the group 
used false cheques for goods had. 
concerned and were finally re- 
ported by a bank. The gang had 


sent the bank 20 false JD 2,000 
cheques, prompting the police to 
act immediately. 

The spokesman said that inves- 
tigations led to the capture of the 
seven men and die seizure of a 
typwriter, several cheques, 
irforgeiy - equipment stolen- pass- 
r . port$ and family books, and other 
’equipment. - 

* According to the spokesman, a 
large sum of die cash obtained by 
fraud has been retrieved and the 
gang members have admitted to 


commiting their embezzling and 
defrauding not only in Amman 
but also in many other parts of 
die Kingdom 

Meanwhile, the police reported 
that six people were killed and 
195 others were injured in 359 
road accidents between July 11 
and 18. A; 

The police said that there were 
63 accidents fewer than the pre- 
vious week, registering a decline 
in the number of dead by seven 
and die injured by 18. 


Princess Basma, Julie Andrews inspect 
' development programmes for women 

AMMAN CJ.T.) — Her Royal High*—— Princess chairperson 

rtf the Queen AHfl Fund (QAF), met in Wadi Monssa with actress JuBe 

Andrews, who b also Goodwill Ambassador for the Hutted Nations 
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM). Mooes Basma and Mrs. 
Andrews visited Al-Tayflbeh Social Services Centre in Wadi Moussa, 
ran for QAF, to pr om ote the development and rehabffitation of 
women. The v^h i d hi ded an i ns pe c tion of the sodal and development 
activities provided by the centre such as wearing, embroidery, sewi n g 
and ha n d i crafts. It dso included a show of the 

project which wffl revive the wVn t and famous industry in the 
region. 

Daring the visit, Princess Basma announced an expansion of the 
current facilities at Al-Tayibeh Centre to accommodate increasing 
demand for the centre’s ac tivitie s. 

The Princess and Mrs. Andrews were accompanied by Richard 
Walden, the president of Operation USA, non-governmental Amer- 
ican aid organisation. 


Infant mortality rate reduced] 
Ministry has more plans to 
ensure healthy childhoods 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
reduced its infant mortality rate 
to 37 per every 1,000 children 
bom from 216 deaths for every 
1,000 children bom in the early 
1950s, said Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh. 

The Kingdom is considered 
among the leading countries of 
tite world with vaccinations for 
infan ts and children, said the 
minister in an address at the 
opening of a seminar on modem 
pediatric treatment on Friday. 

The minister said that the gov- Aref lhhfa«* 
enmem was doing ail i n itt pow- 
er to ensure safe childhood and atall levels 
tbe Mhzistryof Health was plan- The meeting was organised at 
mng to investigate eatises of child the ProfeBi g na i Association 

*“??*■ -j ...... Complex by the Jordanian 

He said special attenho n is ^ wW piesi- 

bemg gnren to early detection of ^ Dr . Abu , 

disabilities among young infants, that discussions 

wlneh often had to death. aimed aggrading knowledge 

and offemJa opportunity for 
jTMA) President Di.IshaqMara- fn rtKain g al0 p^ion to protect 
ipnaud that the meeting's paroa- ^ h„,“ h aa*,,, ^ 

pants were focusing attention on-' Kmgdom- 
earty diagnosis of disabilities and 
other illnesses infecting children 
and infants m Jordan. He said 
that the private and public sector 
doctors in Jordan were gjvng 



By Ayman AI Safedi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The water shortage 
crisis in Jordan will assume larger 
proportions by the year 2000, 
when the country will have tap- 
ped all its available resources 
without meeting the needs of its 
growing population. 

Depletion of non-renewable 
underground resources, dramatic 
increase in population, improve- 
ment of standards of living and 
providing water services to 100 
per cent of citizens will force 
Jordan to look for “un tradition- 
al” sources of water, according to 
Mu’taz Belbeisi, director general 
of the Jordan Water Authority 
(JWA). 

Jordan was able to maintain a 
sufficient level of supply of water 
to its 3,5 million people until 1988 
when tbe demand became larger 
than the amount the country 
could pour into its network, 
which currently covers 97 per 
cent of die population. 

In 1991, there was a shortage of 
47 million cubic metres, and the 
amount of water supplied this 
year is 85 million cubic metres 
less than needed. 

The increased demand of water 
forced the country to heavily 
mine its non-renewable under- 
ground resources, which, 
together with renewable re- 
sources, account for 80 per cent 
of drinking water in Jordan, Mr. 
Belbeisi said at a recent lecture at 
the Orthodox Qob in Amman. 

Mr. Belbeisi said Jordan will 
start pumping water from AI Disi 
Area in the south in 1996, but the 
country’s last large renewable 








Mu’taz Belbeisi 

underground resource will not 
solve the water problem in Jor- 
dan due to an increase m de- 
mand. A near doubling of Jor- 
dan’s population is expected to 
occur by 2010 when the country's 
population is projected to reach 
7.3 million people. 

Mx. Belbeisi said that under a 
plan worked out by the Water 
Authority for organising water 
consumption in the country, 
Jordanians will be getting less 
water per day than tbe interna- 
tionally set standards. Every 
Jordanian citizen will be getting 
188 liters of water per day while 
international standards put tbe 
amount needed at 200 liters. But 
considering the severe dearth of 
resources and the drastic rate of 
population growth — 3.8 per cent 
annually — Mr. Belbeisi said 
Jordan had no option but to 
adopt a strict rationing policy. 

Other measures suggested by 
Belbeisi included controlling the 
amount of water wasted more in 


the supply network, which be said 
is old and must be replaced. 

Mr. Belbeisi said Jordan does 
not collect bills for 54 per cent of 
tile water it supplies because 30 
per cent of it is lost to leakage and 
other problems in the supply net-, 
work while 24 jper cent is lost doe 
to illegal practices by dti 2 ens and 
problems with consumption 
meters. 

Jordan mainly depends on rain- 
fall for its water supplies and is 
thus largely affected by the cycles 
of drought that periodically bit 
the country. It receives an avar- 
age rainfall of 8,426 million cubic 
metres, with the concentration of 
rainfall ranging from SO inlm at 
the edge of the desert in the east 
to 600 mlm in the high areas. 

Eighty-five per cent of the rain- 
fall evaporates, 10 per cent go 
into surface water and five per 
cent end up in the renewable 
under ground resources. While 
underground water is mainly used 
for drinking water, surface water 
supplies the agricultural and in- 
dustrial sectors. 

“We need to save every drop of 
watei,” said Mr. Belbeisi, point- 
ing to tbe limitation of options 
the country has in securing new 
supplies of water. 

Mr. Belbeisi said Jordan is not 
currently considering desalina- 
tion as a potential resource be- 
cause of its high cost but might 
have to resort to it afteT the year 
2000 when there will be no untap- 
ped traditional resources. 

By the year 2010, be said, the 
shortages will start to grow and 
the crisis will be much harder to 
contain unless new discoveries 
are made in the energy field. 


Arab thinker — regional solidarity only 
weapon to use against foreign powers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has sent a cable of 
good wishes to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosrri Mubarak on tbe 
anniversary of the July 23 Re- 
volution. 

In the cable the King wished 
the president continued health 
and the Egyptian people further 
progress. 

On the eve of the anniversary 
Arab thinker Ahmad Hamroush 
delivered a lecture at the Abdul 
Hamid Shorn an Foundation in 
Amman tackling the 1952 July 
Revolution and Egypt’s policies 


at the pan-Arab level. 

When the revolution broke out 
its leaders had nothing in mind 
about pan- Arabism, but were 
rather concerned with toppling 
the regime, said Mr. Hamroush. 

It was only on the second 
anniversary of the revolution that 
the late president Nasser started 
to involve Egypt in pan- Arab 
affairs. Nasser’s cadi for pan- 
Arabism and unity among Arab 
countries received much applause 
by Arabs everywhere, he sard. 
He added that the late president 
Nasser had declared pan- 


Arabism as the most viral weapon 
for Arabs to defend their nation 
in the face of foreign domination. 

Mr. Hamroush recalled in his 
lecture Egypt's national stand 
under President Nasser, particu- 
larly with regard to Palestine, 
Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Algeria, 
with Palestine getting most of the 
Cairo leadership’s attention. 

He said under Nasser, Egypt 
tried to unite with Syria and 
backed Yemen and Iraq’s revolu- 
tion and the Algerian struggle 
against French colonialism. 


Indonesian envoy to discuss trade 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Indonesia is 
sending out invitations for heads 
of state- to attend next months 
non-aligned summit conference 
in Jakarta. 

Indonesian Minister of Trade 
Arifin Siregar, who arrived with 
the invitation in Amman Thurs- 
day evening, was expected to 
deliver the official notice to His 
Majesty King Hussein on Satur- 
day. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that Mr. Siregar, who is 


spending several days in Jordan, 
will also be meeting with Industry 
and Trade Minister Abdallah En- 
scitr for discussions on Jordanian- 
Indonesian trade relations and 
economic cooperation. 

Dr. Ensour and the visiting 
Indonesian trade minister were ex- 
■ pected to bold meetings Saturday 
before the envoy proceeds to 
Syria and Lebanon to- deliver 
similar messages from the In- 
donesian leader to the beads of 
state. 


House speakers pledge full 
attention on press law debate 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King sends condolence to Franjieh 
family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday sent a 
cable to Franjieh family in Lebanon, condoling them over the 
death of the late former Lebanese Prime Minister Sulaiman 
Franjieh. 

Sharif Zeid visiting Turkey 

ANKARA (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker is 
currently making a three-day official visit to Turkey at an invitation 
from Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman D entire! ..Sharif Zeid mil 
meet during his visit with several Turkish officials for talks on ways 
of enhancing Jordanian-Tnririsfa relations. The prime minister, who 
is accompanied by Minister of Public Works and Housing Saad 
Hayel Stour, was received at the airport by the Turkish minister of 
state and the Jordanian charge d’affaires m Ankara. 

Safe motherhood workshop opens 
Saturday 

■ AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Abdul Karim AlKabariti 
and Health Minister Aref Bataineh Saturday will open at the 
Marriott Hotel a two-day workshop on safe motherhood and birth 
4 macing, organised by the National Population Council, in 
cooperation with the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the Health Ministry. Taking part in 
the workshop will be a number of professionals from the public 
and private sectors as well as international bodies. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

☆ Syrian artist Drnrid Laham’s play “AI Asfoura AI Saeeda” 
(the happy bad) at AI Hussein Youth City's Palace of Culture 
— 11 a.m. 

* DurridLabam’s play “Sane* AlMatar** (the rain maker) at tbe 

sMthem of Jeretk — 9 p>m. 

Exhibitions 

tM.Mft.rt ftHtWerf “Exploring Science” at the British Con- 
til. 

* Ceramic sculpture exhibition entitled “Remains of Kagboo” by 
Iraqi artist Halim Mahdi at Bafadna Art GaHery. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Speakers 
of the Upper and Lower House of 
Parliament have pledged to con- 
tinue cooperation with the Jorda- 
nian media and to give doe atten- 
tion to the soon to'be debated 
press and publications laws and 
the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) laws. 

Parliament sources said that 
tiie Lower House was expected to 
take up the press and publication 
draft law at its coming session 
Sunday. 

Senate Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawzi pledged that his house 
would give due attention to the 
laws which he said would enable 
the JPA to assume Rs vital role in 
all political, social -and economic 
affairs in Jordan and would boost 
tiie democratic process in the 
country. 

Mr. Lawzi said journalists have 
a major role to play and assume 


serious responsibilities of reflect- 
ing Jordan’s image to the outside 
world. 

The speaker of the Lower 
House, Dr. Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat, said that the house mem- 
bers were keen on maintaining 
dialogue with the JPA, particu- 
larly on matters related to the 
press and publications and JPA 
laws. 

These two laws are in- 
strumental in promoting demo- 
cracy in Jordan and the Lower 
House is giving full attention to 
the JPA and supporting its en- 
deavours, said Dr. ArabiyaL 

Both speakers gave the pledge 
at separate meetings with the 
JPA President and board mem- 
bers who pledged journalists 
cooperation in all media matters 
and m reporting tbe Parliament 
discussions. 



Three-week Hussein camp 
ends on inspiring note 


AL QASR (Petra) — The three- 
week Hussein camp for work, 
held at Rabba Agricultural 
School in the south of Jordan, 
ended Thursday. Taking part in 
the camp organised by tiie Minis- 
try of Education, were 91 stu- 
dents from the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Armed Forces 
Schools. 

Participants built boundary 
walls and shoulders for schools in 
die Shobak area. 

Participants also carried oat 
various cultural and sports activi- 
ties and visited a number of his- 
torical places in the region. 

Also Thursday, the 5th nation- 
al gathering for Jordanian girls 

was concluded. 

Taking part in the gathering 
were 70 Jordanian girls. 

Addressing tbe dosing pere- 


ntony was Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Samir Kawar, who 
praised tbe idea of holding such 
gatherings. He said that Jordan 
was passing through a d el i cate 
stage, created by local, regional 
and international events, which 
coincided with political, econo- 
mic and social changes. Given 
these circumstances, Jordanians 
should live up to the challenges 
and overcome the difficulties rac- 
ing them. he said. 

He also called on the Jordanian 
youth to contribute effectively to 
the budding of an ideal society 
based mainly on national belong- 
ing, dedication and allegiance to 
the Hashemite leadership. 

He stressed the important role 
women can play in achieving 
national goals. 


Buy 12 liters or 27 packs of 1/5 liter of any 
^ product carrying Baladna Milk name and cut 
the top part containing a production date after 1st 
June '92 with the name Baladna, company red belt or 
oval with Karoline cow and send cuts to the grocer to 
immediately receive a coupon to enter the sweepstake 
on the following prizes: 

□ 4 round trip tickets to Denmark with tickets to the 
football game between Denmark and Germany on 
09.09.1992 in Copenhagen. 

□ Footballs - Select. 

□ Bicycles. 

□ T-shirts carrying the Danish football team picture. 

□ Danish football team posters. 

a An assortment of Company products. 

Draws will be held on a weekly basis except for the 
grand draw on airline tickets which will be held at the 
end of August Winners will be announced in local 
newspapers. 
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Baker move to White House could affect Mideast 


3#’ 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

JEDDAH — If James Baker is 
recruited to salvage U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush’s reelection 
campaign, will it undermine pros- 
pects for Middle East peace? 

That was the question being 
asked as the U.S. secretary erf 
state jetted around the Middle 
East tins week, trying to revive 
peace talks as his boss’s reefection 
prospects were flagging. 

With Mr. Bush trailing demo- 
cratic challenger Bill Clinton in 
opinion polls, a job shift for Mr. 
Baker, who was upbeat after 
meetings with talks participants 
Israel, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians, could be 
seen as a sign of desperation. 

Some experts say Mr. Bush 
might lose as much as be gains by 


the move because he could come 
under critictstn for reassigning the 
secretary of state, respected in 
international circles, to domestic 
political tasks. 

Tangible progress in the peace 
process could boost Mr. Bush's 
attractiveness in an election year, 
especially to America's Jewish 
voters. 

Arabs, meanwhile, are worried 
that Mr. Clinton and the Demo- 
cratic Party platform are too pro- 
Israel. Diplomats say 'Arabs see 
Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker as prob- 
ably the least pro-Israeli Amer- 
ican leaders since the Jewish state 
was created in 1948. 

Although Mr. Baker would 
prefer to stay at the State Depart- 
ment, Mr. Bush has been urged 
to acknowledge help is needed 
and enlist Mr. Baker, his friend. 


political confidant and .fishing 
partner of 30 years, in his cam-, 
paign effort. 

In the face of such political 
turmoil, it was inevitable Mr. 
Baker would be asked publicly 
why he might now abandon die 
peace process be put in motion. 

“You ought not to believe ev- 
erything you beard in tbe paper,” 
Mr. Baker said at a Cairo news 
conference, commenting on spe- 
culation in U.S. newspapers .of an 
immin ent move. ‘There is no 
decision that I am in fact going 
off.” 

“You see me actively involved 
here now in the peace process 
and I hope and believe I wQl be 
actively involved in the days and 
weeks ahead," he added. 

A careful lawyer by trade, Mr. 
Baker has pointedly not ruled out 


the possibility of a White House 
post 

Mr. Bush gave Mr. Baker the 
green light to plunge into die 
morass of Middle East peacemak- 
ing after tbe 1991 Gulf war and 
persuaded him to keep at it when 
he became frustrated by obstacles 


cause for optimism (in the peace 
talks) at die present time, espe- 
cially since Baker himself will not 
be free from now on to pursue the 
peace process," an Egyptian 
newspaper commentator wrote 
this week. 

An editorial in a Saudi news- 


he could resume the job after the 
■November 3 election — whether 
Mr. Bush wins or loses. 

Mr. Neumann said Mr. Baker 
could absent himself temporarily 
with little damage if he man age 
to first get Israel and Palestinian 
moving on a credible self- 


and Hafez Al Assad, .president of 
Israel's arch, foe Syria. 

But it is in large measure Mr. 
Baker's tireless shuttle diploma- 
cy, his negotiating ability and his 
more even-handed approach that 
drew Arabs and Israelis into a 
process some experts doubted 
would ever begin. 

All sides seem to trust him and 
many think his departure would 
be a major blow. 

“In aD honesty, I cannot see a 


posed by Israel's ousted hardline paper waned that for Mr. Bush 

Frime Minister Yitzhak Shamir E^tain his tepmation in. the JSSj 


region, he must continue to allow 
Mr. Baker to act as a “depend- 
able ally” in the negotiations. 

Robert Neumann, a former 
U.S. ambassador to Saudi Ara- 
bia, told Reuters that “for the 
sake of our foreign policy, the 
departure of Baker is not a good 
tiling. He’s very skillful and has 
tremendous authority." 

Mr. Baker has been rumoured 
to be considering a leave of abs- 
ence, rather than resignation, so 


now. 

An Arab diplomat, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
he admired Mr. Baker’s strength 
and his commitment to the pead? 
mission but believes the peace 
process could endure without 

him . 

“I think the peace talks have 
become administration policy and 
even if Clinton wins, I think the 
process would continue,” he said. 


White 


baby boomers vs. World War II 


Law against rights? 

THE EGYPTIAN Human Rights Organisation has 
been dismayed and is expressing grave concern at the 
latest law to combat terrorism pushed by the govern- 
ment through parliament. The new law not only 
stiffens the penalty for membership in a terrorist 
organisation. It also introduces wide powers of admi- 
nistrative detention against suspects. 

The Egyptian regime has all the reasons to worry 
about the recent actions of Muslim extremists, whether 
against government officials, Christians or ordinary 
people. 

Without attempting to defend the Muslim extrem- 
ists, however, we must mention the fact that they may 
have been pushed against the wall by the practices of 
successive Egyptian presidents. In the days of Gamal 
Abdul Nasser, the Muslim Brotherhood, from which 
some of the extremists splintered, was victimised, its 
leaders executed or imprisoned and tortured for many 
years. Anwar Sadat attempted to use them against his 
peace- with-Israel opponents bnt he soon turned 
against them and sent them into jails. And even with 
Hosni Mubarak’s ‘'democracy” the Islamist factions 
are still denied political party status and other rights. 
Instead of giving Islamis ts more say in the political life, 
the authorities opted for more oppressive measure 
that, according to the Homan Rights Organisation, is a 
“new setback for human rights in Egypt.” The 
organisation, ironically and pointedly believes it itself 
is being targetted by the new measures. It says those 
measures are a violation of the Egyptian constitution 
itself. 

The setback for the human rights of one fourth of 
the Arab people is a serious matter, especially that 
most of the Arab World is still, governed by oppressive 
regimes. Egypt, the most populous in the Arab World 
and the Arabs’ leadership centre, cannot afford, nor 
should it tolerate, suppression of the majority under a 
“tribal” democracy. If the Egyptians by their sheer 
numbers, by their central location in the Arab World 
or their openness to the West, want to lead the Arab 
World as they have always wanted, they can only do so 
'by introducing proper and genuine pluralism and true 
democracy. Suppression and intolerance only increase 
and fuel extremism. Extremism cannot be contained 
only by the use of force. 

Besides across-the-board measures will not affect 
only extremists and terrorists. As the Egyptian Human 
Rights Organisation said, the new measures lend 
themselves to being applied easily to “confront men of 
opinion and thought, political opposition and human 
rights activists.” If this is how the Egyptian organisa- 
tion sees the new measures then there is something 
fundamentally wrong in Egypt’s political system as 
indeed manifested by the ruling National Democratic 
Party’s monopoly of power. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES ^ 

AL RAT Arabic daily newspaper urged tbe United Slates to 
refrain from committing aggression on Iraq under the pretext of 
enforcing tbe will of the U.N. inspectors wishing to enter the 
Iraqi Ministry of Agriculture building in Baghdad. Tbe paper said 
that any aggression on Iraq at this stage is round to have adverse 
effects on the Middle East peace process, which the U.S. 
administration is very keen on promoting and winning credibility 
for die president who is running for a second term in office. 
Furthermore, any aggression is bound to negatively affect Mr. 
Bosh’s campaign, causing him to lose credibility in the eyes of the 
American public many of whom . are inclined to support a 
presidential candidate who is more concerned about domestic 
affairs rather than foreign adventures, said the daily. Over and 
above. Iraq’s refusal to allow U.N. inspectors to enter the 
building can by no means justify an aggression on the Iraqi people 
by any standards and norms, added the daily. The world is 
holding its breath over the tense situation created by tbe U.S. and 
die threat it has been issuing against Iraq; and many are 
apprehensive that Washington might, as usual, enforce a Security 
Council resolution to pave the ground for a new military action 
against the Iraqi people, the paper said. It added that any move 
by tbe western powers, even if it is backed by the U.N. Security 
Council, which is totally under Washington’s influence, is bound 
to backfire. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily said that Egypt, which 
has offered to play a mediating role between Israel and Syria, is in 
no position to do that especially if it still considers itself part of 
tbe Arab World. Abdul Rahim Omar said that president 
Mubarak, who has met with U.S. Secretary of Stale James Baker 
and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, is also in no position to 
mediate between Israel and the Palestinians at a time when 
Washington is not offering anything to the Palestinians but giving 
billions of dollars in loan guarantees to the Israelis. He said that 
Egypt's position was weak and undetermined in the Libyan 
dispute with the West and it chose to support the enemies of the 
Arabs in the Iraq-Kuwait affair and therefore it is not expected to 
side by Syria or the Palestinians. Furthermore, said the writer, the 
Egyptian government is still adamantly refusing to allow Gazans, 
who carry Egyptian travel documents, to enter Egypt as they have 
nowhere else to go and Egyptian writers and columnists in the 
press have been inciting the Golf states against the Palestinian 
people's presence in the Golf. Indeed, Cairo has been dancing to 
the tunes of the U.S.-Israelis alliance after having reached a 
separate peace treaty with the Jewish state, be said. The writer 
said that through its current behaviour, in support of Israel and 
the United States, which are trying to enforce their own peace 
formulae on the Arabs, Cairo is trying to prevent Arabs from 
criticising Egypt over its shameful action in reaching a separate 
treaty with the enemy of the Arab Nation 


By Irwin Arieff 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — The race for 
the White House is shaping up as 
a battle between generations , the 
baby-boomers versus World War 

n. 

With independent Ross Perot 
out of the picture, the campaign 
boDs down to President George 
Bush versus Bill Clinton: 

— A 68-year-old and a 45-year- 
old. 

— A veteran of World War II 
against a man who avoided milit- 
ary service during the Vietnam 
war, and 

— A clean-shaven martini 
drinker versus a man who sported 
a fuzzy beard and experimented 
with marijuana in the 1960s. 

Tbe grandfather Bush was born 
June 12, 1924, and left school 18 
years later to become the navy’s 
youngest World War II fighter 
pilot. 

Though from a wealthy family, 
he grew up during the depression 
era, when life was hard for most 




Bffl Cfinton 

Americans. 

The boyish-looking Clinton — 
who is widely believed to be 
giving bis blondish hair a grey tint 
during the campaign to appear 
okler than his years — was born a 
year after World War II ended, 
on August 19, 1946. 

He grew up during tbe turbu- 
lent 1960s, when life was more 
comfortable but society was in 


George Bush 
turmoil. 

All values were open to scru- 
tiny as a younger generation re- 
belled against tradition, question- 
ing the existing standards for 
everything from music to person- 
al appearance to family structure 
to drugs. 

No value was more open to 
challenge than the traditional re- 
spect for the military, as the 


Vietnam war raged on and young 
people flocked to the anti-war 
movement. 

Mr. Clinton initially got a stu- 
dent deferment, then signed up 
for an officer training programme 
that would have deferred service 
while he earned a law degree. 

He later decided to put his 
name in for the military draft, 
only to draw a high lottery num- 
ber assuring he would not be 
called. 

Mr. Clinton denies evading ser- 
vice, saying he opened himself to 
a draft only to be bypassed by the 
lottery then In effect 

But the issue dogged Mr Clin- 
ton during the primary season 
and is certain to resurface in the 
fall campaign as Mr. Bush cites 
his own military service and his 
leadership in the Gulf war as 
among his qualifications for pub- 
lic office. 

“I hope that I will pass the test 
of commitment to my country. I 
am proud ... of having served my 
country,” Mr. ' Bush has said in a 
remark that appeared to invite 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


All citizens should be allowed 
participation in political life 

within Constitution's boundaries 

— .. . Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


•T*Y/te 


In the past week, the local 
dailies gave prominence to 
a tour of the Middle East 
region by U.S. Secretary of 
'State James Baker, tbe 
prospects of peace in the 
region, Arab and domestic 
affairs. 

Al Ra’i daily said that 
everyone was happy to hear 
the nice words of the U.S. 
secretary, but people are 
awaiting deeds to back 
these words. The words lose 
their touch if they are not 
put into force and if they 
are repeated to offer mere 
lip-service to tbe people of 
the region, it said. 

James Baker should hear 
dear and firm words from 
Jordan that it cannot toler- 
ate farther pressure and in- 
timidation from the United 
States and its agents in the 
region, said a columnist in 
Al Ra’i Arabic daily. 

Tareq Masarweh said 
that the American secretary 
of state was pressuring Jor- 
dan and other countries by 
bribery or military intimida- 
tion and terrorism and this 
time the U.S. secretary is 
commg to the region to give 
credibility to his president 
and win Jewish votes for his 
election. 

It seems that Mr. Baker's 
tour has been agreed on 
between Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Bush since the moment the 
former acceeded to power 
in the Jewish state said Tah- 
er Al Udwan in Al Dustour 
daily. 

The writer said the pres- 
idential campaign, has 
come with U.S. promises for 
the loan guarantees in order 
to win Jewish votes in the 
coming election, and the 
tour is not really motivated 
by the desire to give im- 
petus to the peace process. 

His views were backed by 
his colleague in Al Dustour, 
Hamadeh Faraaneh, who 
said that Mr. Baker’s tour 
aimed partly to give 
momentum to the peace 
process, but was primarily 
designed to brighten the 
Bush administration's im- 
age and give credibility to 
President Bush in the com- 


ing elections. 

For tiiis reason, he said 
Mr. Baker also went to 
Syria and Lebanon to per- 
suade their leaders of the 
need to take part in the 
multilateral negotiations, 
tbe phase of the peace pro- 
cess which both countries 
have been boycotting. 

Al Dustour daily said that 
Mr. Baker heard firm and 
loud and dear words from 
His Majesty King Hussein 
about Jordan's position re- 
garding the peace process. 
It said that the King made it 
dear that Jordan can only 
accept a peace that can be 
fair to the coming genera- 
tions which means fall im- 
plementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
and the safeguarding of the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

It is understood that the 
U.S. administration is keen 
on quick and fruitful results 
for Mr. Baker's tour of the 
region in the past week be- 
cause, such results would 
augur well for the Bush 
presidential campaign, said 
Mohammad Kawasb in Al 
Dustour. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Baker, who is seeking 
Israel's support for the pres- 
ident in exchange for the 
loan guarantees, is desper- 
ate to get the peace process 
moving again to give credi- 
bility to the president. Bat, 
he said, if Washington is 
really concerned over giving 
impetus to the peace pro- 
cess and in gaining the Jew- 
ish votes, it must not do that 
at the expense of the 
Palestinian people’s rights 
since that can never contri- 
bute towards a just peace. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily expressed fear 
that the United States could 
succeed in attaining a sepa- 
rate Israeli peace accord, 
with the help of Egypt, 
without consulting with the 
other Arab parties. 

Salameh Ekour said that 
Mr. Rabin desires to reach 
such an accord and he is 
backed in bis policies by the 
U.S. administration and 


Egypt, as is dear from tbe 
campaign in its state- 
controlled press. 

We are afraid that the 
Palestinians would foil in 
the Egyptian-U.S.-Israeli 
trap and reach a separate 
deal with Mr. Rabin, 
warned the writer. 

Referring to the settle- 
ment programme in the 
occupied Arab territories, a 
columnist in Al Ra’i daily 
said that with the advent of 
the Labour government, 
with Mr. Rabin at its head, 
the U.S. administration has 
come out in total support of 
Israel’s policies. 

Mahmoud al Rimawi said 
that now that Mr. Rabin has 
offered a temporary freeze' 
of settlements, the U.S. is 
claiming that the ball is now 
in the Arab countries' court 
and they have to offer con- 
cessions to reach a settle- 
ment 

The writer said that the 
Arabs are firmly holding on 
to their rights and would 
not accept less than the 
implementation of UIN. re- 
solutions. 

Samir Qitami, a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab, said that while 
Israel is declaring its intention 
to freeze tbe settlements, it is 
also facilitating the absorption 
of more and more Russian 
Jews. 

The columnist said that fol- 
lowing tbe collapse of the 
Soviet Union many thought 
that the Jewish immigration 
would decline, but it turned 
out that tbe Jews eH hmg to 
come, according to Israeli 
media. In the first six months 
of this year the number ex- 
ceeded 100,000. 

Ttarning to the on 

Iraq, Taber Al Udwan said in 
Al Dustour that the pressure 
on Jordan to stop sending food 
supplies to Iraq is unjustified. 

The sanctions are serving the 
U.S. and Israel and the in- 
terests of their allies, but not 
those of Jordan, and the Arab 
Nation, said the writer. 

Turkey's borders with Iraq 
are wide open, with all com- 
modities finding their way to 
the Iraqi markets, but no one is 
nosing any ciy about this fact, 
be said. 

The writer said that Jordan 
has all the right to reject 


American pressures and has 
tiie right to continue to prevent 
die starvation of the innocent 
civilian population of Iraq. 

Referring to the current de- 
btee to Parfiament over the 
' political parties, Taher Al 
Udwan oritidsed the stands of 
tbe Upper House of Parlia- 
ment and the nrinsiter of youth 
regarding the baa « students 
and Jordanian youth tovotv- 
OMBt in political parties. 

There are more than one 
million students in the country 
and if these are added to the 
Armed Forces and tbe Public 
Security, who are also not 
allowed to enter into politics 
the majority of the Jordanian 
people would be denied tbe 
right to get involved in political 
life, said the writer. 

The minister of youth said 
that all those affiliated to youth 
centres and sports dubs will 
not be allowed to get involved 
in political affaire, the writer 
said. He added that democracy 
would not be fulfilled if the 
current trend is allowed to 
continue. 

His views were echoed by 
Salah Abdul Samad in Al Ra’i 
Arabic daily, who said that 
' Pferfiament members have ao- 
thtog to fear if the teachers and 
the students an involved in 
political affairs. 

There is a law to 1 be re- 
spected and as long as every- 
one realises these fact -there 
can be no chance for the 
schools, as Parliament mem- 
bers fear, to be transformed 
"into political arenas. 

If we deprive the 80,000 
teachers, together with more 
Ilian a million students, of the 
right to be involved in political 
parties, we are not promoting 
the cause of democracy in tbe 
country, said Ahmad D abbas 
in Sawt Al Shaab. 

He said that pluralism and 
democracy require the involve- 
ment of aO people, and their 
interaction, in socfo-potitical 
and economic issues. -Under 
the Jordanian Co nsti t uti on, aD 
churns are allowed to get into 
parties, said Dabbas. 

Mohammad Daoudicfa said 
. that t he teachefs are not only 
■entitled to get into parties, but 
they are also supposed to have 
their own union. The Al-Dus- 
tour columnist said that all 
dtizens should be ratified to be 
Involved in aedo-ecaaomfc and 
pofitkal matters as fc &f as they 
curdte theft- rights witiriu the 
Constitution. 



comparison with his Democratic 
rival. 

As for marijuana, Mr. Clinton 
admitted experimenting with the 
drug only after being repeatedly 
pressed on the issue, and even 
then said he had not inhaled — an 
admissi on that drew boots rather 
than praise from his fellow baby 
boomers, most of whom had 
themselves experimented with 
the chug. 

After all, even Clarence Tho- 1 
mas. President Bush’s most re- 
cent pick for the Supreme Court, 
bad admitted marijuana use, a 
fact that did not figure at all in the 
senate battle over his confirma- 
tion for a high court seat. 

ButMr. Clinton explained that 
be had tried to inhale but was 
literally unable to. 

. Tbe baby boom generation — a 
huge bulge in the population 
pipeline created by the large 


□umbers of Americans born in 
the aftermath of World War n — 
is now in middle age. j 

Mr. Clinton neither smokes • 
nor drinks, describing himself as 
obsessed with self-control be- 1 
cause of an alcoholic stepfather j 
who beat his mother white Clin- ! 
ton was still a boy. 

Though they grew up during an ' 
intensely political era, the boom- 
ers have never voted in the saSfe 
proportion as older Americans, 
according to surveys. 

‘ But this year they are express-'' 
mg a far greater interest in the 
campaign, according to a recent 
study of tbe electorate by the 
Times Mirror Centre for the Peo- . 
pie and the Press. 

For the first time, boomers are 
as likely as seniors to say they are 
“absolutely certain" they will 
vote in 1992, the centre reported 
earlier this month. 


LETTERS 


Whose land 
and whose peace? 


To the Editor: 


Die phrase “land for peace” has become quite a familiar one 
since the Madrid talks last October. Each time the peace talks 
delegations met the media’s use of tiiis phrase has mounted. 
However, one must ask what exactly is meant by this phrase? 

: To answer this question ougjxwst go back taLLN. Resolution 
242 of November 22, 1967, when the concept was first introduced 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict. U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 
emphasised the “inadmissibility of the acquisition of tenitoiy by 
war and the need to work for a just and lasting peace in which 
every state in the area can live in security." It also called for the 
withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories it occupied in 
tire June 1967 war. These territories were further and specifically 
defined as the West Bank of Jordan (including Jerusalem), the 
Gaza Strip, the Golan, and the Sinai. Although all members of 1 
die U.N. Security Council, including France, the Soviet Union, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States, accepted Resolution 
242 and all called for Israel’s withdrawal from these occupied 
territories, it was not until August 4, 1970, that Israel finally 
officially approved tins resolution. In spite of this. Israel did not 
implement the resolution and went further arguing that negotia- 
tions had to take place before any withdrawal could be consi- 
dered. 

Tbe prime minister, Menachem Begin, and the Likud Party 
argued that “the resolution merely applied to undefined captured 
territory, and its terms could be satisfied by a substantial 
withdrawal from only one region, such as the Sinai." However, 
this argument was refuted by the resolution’s author. Lord 
Caradon, when he stated that “it was from the occupied 
territories that the resolution called for withdrawal." 

Israel, nevertheless continued to reject all peace initiatives 
taken to resolve this problem since 1967. 

Mr. Shamir, and now Mr. Rabin, maintain tbe position that 
Israel will not give up one inch of these lands — for peace or 
otherwise — and claim that any demands made on Israel to do this 
are unreasonable and a sign of lack of good faith in negotiating 

Is Israel’s stand on this issue justified? Before one can give up - 1 f 
land for any reason, one must actually possess this land. Israel is 
not the legal owner of the lands in question, and thus it cannot 
reaso nably expect to exchange it for anything. The legality of die 
ownership of tbe occupied territories was clarified in 1967 in 
Resolution 242 — a feet stated and endorsed by all Security 
Council members. These lands undeniably belong to the Arab 
people. 

The issue of land for peace is actually misunderstood. Israel's 
unfaltering stand over retaining its so-called possession of these 
territories has caused this misunderstanding to emerge over the 
yean. In negotiating for a lasting peace Israel is not the one being 
forced to give up land for peace. Rather it is the Palestinian 
people who are de man d e d to give up their homeland for peace. 
The conditions being put forth by Israel in all the peace talks, 
including allowing the Palestinians’ autonomy and self-rule, but 
refusing to approach the concept of a Palestinian state (as 
affirmed by Resolution 242),. is in actuali ty an unreasonable 
dem and t hat the Palestinians co m pro mise and give up their lands 
in return for a lasting peace with the state of Israel. 

The concept of 1 “land for peace" must be redarified to all 
parties concerned and any negotiations for 'peace must be based 
^ °f Resolution 242. It must not be misunderstood OT 
forgotten that the land in question is that of the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip, and the Golan, as defined by Resolution 242. The 
occupier must always bedefined as the state of Israel and the legal 
^ ncr ^ Mis e die Arab people. The continuous use of this 
phrase allows the world community watching the peace process to 
Ignorantly think that Israel is being asked to give up part of its 
land to achieve peace, with its greedy neighbours. The truth of the 
matter ^ hradisnot being asked to give up land, but rather to 
foforn .land it Jia&. illegally occupied for over forty years, in 
mtemabqnal Law and U.N. resolutions. In other 
words, the correct' and more' accurate phrase to be used in tiiis 
context should be “Die return of land for peace. 1 ’ 

Ghadah Mahmoudi 
- Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and ' contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for . 
pammnm s however, should contain the writer's frill name and i 
preferably address as wefl. Names can he withheld only a P 00 
iironest ana under special circumstances. Letters are subject ® 

anting. Dm newspaper is not res^n^ 

manuscripts. 
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U.S., allies plan idtimatum 


(CMtad from page 1) 

ftwident Bush on Friday can- 


fflent on the escalation 'of rhetoric celled piai 
from Washington and its Western . Washroetoi 

aU i < ?-.. with the ori 

f-nmtmg his remarks to an House atw 
ffS*, 00 jj? defying the Spokesm 
JJ N., he said: “The flaunting of porters Mr. 
U^N. resolutions by Iraq is Washinetor 

mrtang not only to Saudi Arabia campaign - 1 
bat also to the international com- andMissoa 

“ffly” - - National Sc 

“We are pleased the U.N. is day mornin 
takmg this into consideration retreat of 
now,” be toM a joint airport news land, 
conference with Mr. Baker. He had i 

Diplomats said Saudi Arabia weekend at 
-and most of its Gulf Arab allies Kennebunk 
were uncomfortable with the Mr. Bush 
escalation of tension. ai Security i 

• “Bush may have his own agen- to discuss t 
da. that could tolerate or even His adm 
welcome a new military adven- die current 
tore but the Gulf Arabs. have authorised 1 
different concerns.” one diplo- Iraq from I 

vides adeq 

Diplomats said Arab states had further mill 
supported U.S.-led action to man Fftzwa 
hberate Kuwait but public sap- He ga ikf L 
port for a new strike against Iraq kar inspect! 
now would would be more <fifi- that it agree, 
cult to obtain. of th#> n»if 


celled plans to be away from 
Washington this weekend to deal 
with the crisis in Iraq, the White 
House announced. 

Spokesman Fhzwater told 
porters Mr. Bnsh was to return to 
Washington late Friday after 
campaign- appearances in Ohio 
and Missouri and would meet top 
National Security Advisers Satur- 
day morning at the presidential 
retreat of Camp David, Mary- 
land. 

He had planned to spend, the 
weekend at. his vacation home in 
Kennebunkport, Maine. 

Mr. Bush met with top Nation- 
al Security advisers on Thursday 
to discuss the standoff. 

His administration contends 
die current U.N. resolution that 
authorised using force to expel 
Iraq from Kuwait last year pro- 
vides adequate authority for. 
further military action, spokes- 
man Fhzwater told reporters. • 

He said Iraq must permit nuc- 
lear inspections by U.N. teams 
that it agreed to at the conclusion 
of die Gulf wax. ~ 


Arabs discuss Rabin proposals 

(Continued from page 1) Dr. Abu Jaber voiced h< 


strategic goals of every party in- 
volved in the Middl East peace 
process. 

Bye-elections . 

(Coothmed from page 1) 

istered. Analysts have said that 
apathy was greatest among non- 
comnritted electorate. 

Based on 1989 election results, 
the bloc voting force of the 
Brotherhood has been estimated 
at 4,200 in the Fourth district and 
a maximum of 6,400 in tbe Mada- 
ba district. 

While in 1989 Madaba was 
swept by the three Islamist- 
backed candidates, the Fourth 
District was divided. Mr. Hadid, 
a tribal leader, was more popular 
than the second successful candi- 
date, the Brotherhood’s Hamzeh 
Mansour, by some 2000 votes. 

“It will be interesting to see if 
we have a few candidates nomin- 
ated by political parties or coali- 
tions of parties or if we have a 
repeat of the last elections where 
inter-tribal feuding and a swamp 
of candidates will a g ain be defe- 
ated by tbe disciplined and orga- 
nised brotherhood,” commented 
the political observer. ? <" 


(Continued from page 1) 

for tbe visit, saying it would be an 
insult to their national dignity if 
they would not meet Mr. Baker 
in’ their own country. 

Privately, U.S. officials said 
the visit could also prompt Mr. 
Baker to pursue wi*h Congress 
the possibility of granting new 
military aid to Lebanon despite 
doubts over the government's 
ability to maintain its security 
without Syrian help. 

Mr. Baker’s trip througbt the 
Bekaa Valley, a botbed of pro- 
Iranian fundamentalist militants, 
was a closely-held secret until 
almost the last moment. 


Lebanon 

(Continued from page 1) 
Baker an the first visit to Leba- 
non in nine years by a top U.S. 
official on Thursday pressed for 
both a Syrian redeployment and 
free general elections. 

He said Syrian troops m Leba- 
non should soon redeploy under 
the terms of tbe Taif peace 
accord, which provided for poli- 
tical reforms followed two years 
later by a Syrian withdrawal to 
eastern Lebanon. 

Mr. Baker said it was vital that 
the elections should be free of 
any hint of intimidation and coer- 
cion. 

Syrian troops are supposed to 
pull out of Beirut and other areas 
and move to eastern Lebanon’s 
Bekaa Valley in September in 
fine with the 1989 Taif agreement 
to put a durable end to the dvil 


Talks venue 

(Contfaieed from page 1) 

sador Alexander Zotov, during a 
visit of several hours on Thurs- 
day, delivered a message to ,L the 
political echelons” in Israel. The 
paper offered no details. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
took office tins month vowing to 
speed np U.S.- and Russian-' 
backed peace talks on ending the 
Arab-lsraeii conflict. 

The Rabin government has 
gone some way towards meeting 
Arab demands by announcing 
that it would stop building new 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

Housing Minister Binyamm 
Bcn-Eliczcr told a news confer-^ 
ence on Thursday that he and 
Finance Minister Abraham Sho- 
hat would not sanction the con- 
struction of over 6,000 new hous- 
ing units for Israelis in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Stop. 


Dr. Abu Jaber voiced hope 
that many issues would become 
clear during the next round of 
bilateral talks between Arab and 
Israeli negotiators in light of tbe 
proposals of the Israeli Labour 
Party and tbe ideas of tbe new 
Israeli prime minister. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the meetings includes head of the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
Arab-lsraeii talks Abdul 
AI Majali, general coordinator to 
multilateral talks Fayez AI 
Tarawneh, Jordan’s ambassador 
to Syria Nayef Al Hadid, and 
Director of the Foreign Minister’s 
office Abdullah Al Khatib. 


Advertrsment 

THE JORDAN-BASED 
Mohammad Darwazah and Co. 
had announced the arrival of 
Cola Cao in Amman. Produced 
by tbe famous international 
manufactures Nutrexpa S A. 
Spain, Cola Cao is a chocolate 
oocoa. drink, instantly soluble in 
cold and hot milk with an ex tra 
delirious taste. 

The uniqueness of the product 
lies m the fact that it con tains 
sixteen vitamins, minerals, salts 
and special malt — necessary for 
birildling up the body and giving 
extra energy, especially 'for chil- 
dren and athletes. 

Viewing' tbe health benefits Of 
the drink, it was detefmiiied by 
the Olympic games committee 
that it will be tbe drink of the 
athletes participating in the 
Olympic games this summer in 
Barcelona. 

The company says that they 
have derided to sell this product 
at extremely competitive prices 
to the public in order to make it 
available for all family members. 


■ Mr. Bush mulled the'Xraq situa- 
tion against ' a politically charged 
landscape with his election-year 
popularity at an all-time low. 

Thef war against Iraq last year 
propelled Mr. Bush’s ratings to 
90 per cent approval. Bnt the 
Iraqi government's staying power 
after the war gave Mr. Bash’s 
critics fodder. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the Iraq 
situation was the subject of a 
luncheon session at the Mute 
House with Mr. Bush, Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Colin 
Powell arid other national secur- 
ity advisers. 

The current president of the 
U.N. Security Council, Jose Luis 
Jesus of Cape Verde, said Thurs- 
day that Iraq had been offered a 
compromise plan under which 
inspectors would enter the agri- 
culture ministry in smalll groups. 
Tbe- groups would determine 
- what is in the ministry and 
whether a fail inspection team, 
should go in. Iraq did not im- 
mediately respond. 

Asked about the prospect of an 
air strike against Iraq, Mr. Fhz- 
water said, 'T won’t comment on 
military decisions but all options 
remain open.” 

In Istanbul, Turkish Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel said 
on Friday that Turkey would not 
let its airbases be used for a 


Western strike on Iraq. 

“The use of Turk&i airbases 
and installations agaiist Baghdad 
is out of die question,” Mr. D©- 
tmrei told an Istanbul news con- 
ference. He said the Western 
allies bad not asked to use the 
southern Inckiik airbase for a 
possible mifitaiy operation. 

“It is important that Iraq aims 
for reconedation with the United 
Nations and not confrontation,” 
Mr. Demirel said. ■ 

He made dear that NATO- 
member Turkey would abide by 
all U.N. decisions, including a 
posable ultimatum against Iraq, 
to force compliance with the Gulf 
war ceasefire terms. 

“We will act in line with the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil,” Mr. Demirel said in reply to 
a question.” In the past we par- 
ticipated in all actions under the 
U.N. umbrella. We have to act in 
concert with tbe U.N. for... 
world peace and order.” 

During the Gulf war, Turkey 
allowed Inririik and other bases 
to be used for Western air raids 
on northern Iraq. 

Mr. Demirel has often said that 
Turkey, once a big trade partner 
of Iraq, must help Baghdad “re- 
integrate with tbe world." This 
month the government derided to 
appoint a charge d’affaires to the 
Iraqi capital for the first tune 
since the war. 


Al SHARQIA FOR EMBROIDERIES 

Announces a 15-30% seasonal sale on Its clothing, 
embroideries and gifts, it also announces that it is ready to 
embroider and til read wedding and special events 
dresses according to the Indian style. 








every Monday and Friday afternoon, with 

convenient onward connections to 

♦ 

Bangkok and Hong Kong. Both flights 
arrive in Bangkok the following morning 
at 1 0:55 a.m., and in Hong Kong at 4 p.m. 


Whether you choose to fly first, 
business or economy, you'll travel in 
comfort and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. 

It's all part of the experience of flying, 
Gulf Air stvle. 


I KL SHARQL4 1 

AL SHARQIA FOR _ 
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Umari Shipping Centre, inside Jhe c^itrp^ 
ground floor. Access through m n t* 

the main -entrance, between [ I [ | rp^f| 

Ranim Stores and the Golden MM ' 

Thread (Al Khait Al Dahabi) I ! i ! I S*S 

Tel. 817187 , , U_LJ,L ~ AJ 
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GULF AIR«C£ibUljb±io 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON AMMAN'653613 


Save water... every, drop count*! 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHl 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
i service 
Air,' Sea and Land 
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AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open deify 
12M-15M& 1&30-23-JQ 

. Tel: 03-314415 



me fist spa ia the tfdfie East based on hot Suffimws mineral Safer 
Springs of bigb m i n era l Concentration for tbe Cme of 

1 Kftumatizm 1 Arthritis '■ Sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50 % Discount 

) On Room Rates 

For Non Jordanians “ Residents ” 

Abeuh : 06827112 . 668270 . 688510 - UkMn ; 08 545500 


The first & best . 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
AhliyyahjGirls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

Tot 038968 


1 ^ 



1 f^EST/UJKANTl 




Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebd Amman - 3rd Ctade 
Pm fiesazncian Td Q5060 -1 


4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa, two 
storey building with base- 
ment, 5 bedrooms, 5 bath- 
rooms, office, big living 
area and big basement for 
services. 890 sq. metres.. 
Location: Um Utheina 
opposite the residence of 
the Saudi Arabian ambas- 1 
sador. 

For further details please call: 

Abdoon Seal Estate 
ULi 810605, 810609, 810520 
Fax: 810520 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasre our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

iU2«|l|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O Boy 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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TAIWAN T0CRISM0 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

■abal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 J 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 



Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


Tel. G SI 922 . Amman 


C net Tested > 

Always UwiJ 
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Yugoslavs are in; IOC seeks 
worldwide Olympic truce 


BARCELONA (AP) — The In- 
ternational Olympic Committee 
(IOC) assured that athletes from 
ail six republics of the former 
Yugoslav Federation may com- 
pete in Barcelona, though not 
under the same conditions. 

The IOC also appealed for 
warring factions in the Balkan 
country and all areas of tension to 
observe an “Olympic truce” dur- 
ing the Barcelona Games. 

It recalled the signing of a truce 
in 884 B.C. under which Olympia 
was declared a sacred site symbo- 
lising peace. 

“It is this fine tradition which 
should be revived in a world 
where conflicts of all kinds 
threaten humanity at large, and 
young people in particular.” the 
IOC said in a statement released 
at the end of its three-day session. 

“Faced with this situation , we 
must react in our own way. This 
appeal, merely by its existence, 
will help to combat ‘the war in the 
minds of men.” 

The appeal was directed to “all 
the current areas of tension, par- 
ticularly in Central Europe." 
That was a dear reference to the 


fighting in the former Yugoslav- 
Republic of Bosnia-Heizegovina. 

The U.N. Security Council im- 
posed sanctions on May 30 
against Yugoslavia, a former sax- 
republic federation now reduced 
to Serbia and Montenegro. The 
sanctions, meant to punish Serbia 
for its alleged aggression in Bos- 
nia, inducted a ban on athletes 
representing Yugoslavia. 

The IOC agreed to allow 
Yugoslavs to compete in indi- 
vidual events only, while barring 
them from team events and the 
opening and dosing ceremonies. 

It dropped plans to refer to the 
Yugoslavs as the “independent 
team.” The statement said they 
would be called “independent 
athletes.” 

Despite disappointment over 
the restrictions, the statement 
said “we consider this solution as 
a victory.” 

The IOC also deared the way 
for partidpation of athletes from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Mace- 
donia. The former Republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia recognised 
earlier this year and will compete 
independently. 


Bosnia-herzegovina was 
granted provisional IOC recogni- 
tion and allowed to compete 
under its own flag like any other 
independent country. 

Ten athletes from Bosnia were 
planning to leave Friday from 
Sarajevo. U.N. spokesman Mik 
Magunsson in Sarajevo said U.N. 
forces would provide an escort to 
the airport for the Bosnian 
athletes. 

“We're not counting on win- 
ning medals. What is important is 
that the world will see our flag 
and emblem for the first time,” 
said Stjepan Klujic, head of the 
Bosnian Olympic Committee. 

Athletes from Macedonia , 
which has not yet received inter- 
national recognition as an inde- 
pendent state, will wear white 
uniforms and compete under the 
Olympic flag and anthem. They 
won’t take part in the opening 
ceremony. 

The Yugoslavs and Macedo- 
nians will be the first competitors 
in Olympic history banned from 
the opening and closing parades. 

The status of Yugoslavia's 
table tennis, rowing and relay 


squads remained undear. 

“The United Nations gave a list 
of activities in which the athletes 
may participate,” the statement 
said adding the IOC must consult 
with die Spanish government. 

“We are quite confident we 
wilt find a resolution in the best 
interests of the athletes,” he said. 

Among teams that will miss the 
games is the men’s water polo 
team that won a gold medal in the 
1988 Olympics at Seoul. Also out 
are the women’s basketball and 
men’s and women's handball 
teams. 

The Yugoslav teams will be 
replaced by the countries that 
finished directly behind them in 
the qualifying competitions 
Czechoslovakia in water polo, 
Italy in women’s basketball. Nor- 
way in women’s handball and 
Iceland in men’s handball. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency said 50 athletes 
from Yugoslavia would head for 
Barcelona — 35 men and 15 
women. That is less than half of 
the 118 who had planned to go 
before Yugoslav teams were ban- 
ned. 


Biggest, most costly Olympics about to begin 


BARCELONA (AP) — When 
athletes from some 170 nations 
file' through the packed, heat- 
shimmering Olympic stadium at 
the -summer games' opening cere- 
mony Saturday, they're to march 
in tight, close formation to save 
time. 

In a small way, that instruction 
symbolises the most universal, 
event-laden games in history — 
wide open to new impulses after 
the cold war’s end, and to new 
quandaries. 

South Africa will be back after 
32 years, this time with- black 
athletes. Socialist holdout Cuba 
won’t boycott, and new nations 
from Croatia to Namibia will 
participle proudly under their 
own flags. 

On the flip side, Yugoslavia 
was- barred from team sports 
under U.N. sanctios against Ser- 
biaL South Africans will compete 
without their national flag and 
anthem because blacks see them 
as symbols of white domination. 
And a world class Somalian run- 
ner is uncertain because of civil 
war at borne. 

But these are the first games 
free of political boycotts since 
1972. Participation is at an all- 
time high: A record 257 medal 
sets in 25 sports are at stake 
among some 9,000 athletes. 

International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) President Juan 


Antonio Samaranch pronounced 
himself happy on tbe eve of the 
games tbe IOC awarded to his 
home city in 1986. 

“Now, we will say we will have 
universal games.” he said. 

Even palates are universal. 
Olympic caterers say athletes ask 
most often for — hamburgers and 
French fries. 

The games may be more selec- 
tive for animals than humans. Of 
50 horses that coaches and 
athletes tested for jumping and 
temper, 17 failed to make the 
pool for the riding portion of the 
five-event modem pentathlon. 

Saturday’s opening celebrates 
youthful vigor and local ambi- 
ence, as in one elaborate 
choreographed routine about a 
ship in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Musical festiveness and Latin 
verve is provided by Spanish star 
tenors Pladdo Domingo, Jose 
Carreras and Jaime Aragall, sop- 
rano Montserrat Caballe, mezzo- 
soprano Teresa Berganza and 
baritone Juan Pons. 

The first medals go out Sunday 
in cycling, shooting, sw imming 
and weightlifting. 

Sports kick off Friday when the 
United States takes on gold med- 
al favourite Italy in soccer. 

“I think without a doubt tbe 
Italians are the favourites tp win 
the entire tournament,” said U.S. 
coach Loth ark Osiander. “They 


are a who’s who of Italian soccer 
in the younger age groups.” 

A new gold medalist is guaran- 
teed because the defending soc- 
cer champion, the Soviet Union, 
failed to qualify for the tourna- 
ment, where the age limit is 23. 

While ex-Soviet athletes join 
forces for the last time as the 
Unified Team, Germany stands 
to boost its medal tally after 
uniting with the former east Ger- 
man sports powerhouse. 

The Soviet Union and east 
Germany finished one-two in the 
medal table in 1968. The unified 
team still is expected to grab 
many honours thus time, especial- 
ly in gymnastics. 

While the games dose the 
Yugoslavia’s defending gold med- 
al water polo team, it gains 
Cuba's boxers, hot medal 
favourite baseball team and 
athletes including high jump 
world record holder Javier Soto- 
mayor. 

Basketball’s U.S. “dream 
team” of millionnaire profession- 
als led by su perst a r Michael Jor- 
dan is expected to be a tdp 
attraction — and has confidence^ 
to spare, to put it mildly. 

U.S. athletes are expected to 
dominate track and field’s major 
events, headlined by a long jump 
duel between Carl Lewis and 
world record holder Mike Powell 
that could easily push the mark 


beyond 9 metres (29.5 feet). 
Michael Johnson is tipped to 
shatter Italian Pietro Mennea's 
world record of 19.72 seconds in 
die 200 metres. 

In swimming, another prestige 
event, the United States, Austra- 
lia and Hungary are expected to 
take home many medals. 

Badminton — tbe other new 
sport besides baseball — is likely 
South East Asia's domain. 

Hosting the event a city known 
for business dynamism, 
Mediterranean temperament and 
temperatures that keep young 
people out in streets or res- 
taurants until the wee hours. 

Spain spent some $8 billion to 
ready die port city for the Olym- 
pics. 

Among Barcelona’s pride is an 
improved road networ. the water- 
front,- palm-dotted Olympic Vil- 
lage, and the Montjuic Olymic 
Complex with its needle-shaped 
telecommunications tower. 

All of Catalonia is using the 
capital's two. weeks of attention 
Jo trumpet its national identity 
and language, - suppressed 'from 
" Madrid during the dictatorial rule 
of Gen. Francisco Franco. 

It’s also a celebration of Spain's 
return to democracy and its giant 
economic and social strides in the 
1980s, highlighted by joining the 
European Community. 


Superstitious athletes look for luck at the games 


BARCELONA (R) — Battered 
boxing coach Ron Griffiths feels 
the full force of his light 
heavyweight Olympic hope’s 
long-held superstition. 

“I always hit Ron before I go 
into the ring,” said Australian 
Rick Timperi. 25. "Sometimes he 
says ’ow why the hell do you do 
that?’. It worries him but I feel 
good.” 

“I don’t like to change routine. 
If I've done somthing once and I 
come out winning I'll do it 
again.” 

Few athletes go so far as Tim- 
peri. 

But every little helps when 
they’re going for Olympic gold, 
be it a silent prayer on the start- 
ing blocks, a lucky charm or a 
favourite item of equipment that 
must always be there. 

The South Koreans say dog- 
meat soap is the key to success. 

Some of Iceland’s athletes have 


brought spring water and lumps 
of volcanic rock from home for 
good luck. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever known 
a sportsman who's not supersti- 
tious,” said Lloyd Agard, a mem- 
ber of the Trinidad and Tobago 
National Olympic Committee. 

“Some don’t even want the 
sheets changed on their beds be- 
cause they say it’ll bring bad 
luck.” 

Pamela Healy, a 470 class yach- 
tswoman from San Francisco, 
swears by her pink baseball cap. 

“My husband gave it to me 
about four years ago. He won a 
regatta wearing it and I won a 
World Championship in it in 1991 
and the U.S. Olympic trials.” 

So is Healy ail at sea if she 
forgets if for a race?. 

“I’ve a back-up. My purple 
hat,” she said. 

For others, what counts is a 
prayer. 


“I make tbe sign of the cross 
and I say to myself that the power 
of God can help me. I say Lord, 
thanks to you I can run well.'' 
said 400 metres athlete Martial 
Biguet, a Roman Catholic from 
the Central African Republic. 

Mohammad Al-Malki might 
well have to face Biguet in the 


Peanuts 


same event. Hell pray too. 

“I believe in God and the 
Koran. That’s all I need,” said 
tbe 30-year-old Muslim. 

Not all Olympians are supersti- 
tious. 

“I believe in my muscles,” said 
Latvian swimmer Arturs Jakov- 
levs. 



Becker shows his teeth before Olympics 

BARCELONA (R) — The world's press photographers do not 
normally focus on tile made of a sport star's mouth — But Boris 
Becker is an exception to the rule for most things. The German 
tennis star, who often finds himself at the centre of controversy, 
arrived at the Barcelona Olympics late Thursday and promptly 
showed off the gold crown whose fitting at the dentist had delayed 
his arrival. The airport scene supplied a rare moment of hnmomr 
from Becker, who has been causing trouble in German Olympic 
team ranks before even hitting a ball at the games. Becker’s 
cojnments in a recent magazine interview that be was more 
interested in having coffee with other famous names than in 
w innin g medals upset German Olympic officials, who tend to take 
all their sports seriously. Sporting the German team T-shirt with 
the slogan “it's fairness that counts” Broker told reporters: “The 
comments were taken out of context. X want to enjoy the 
Olympics and the flair of the event. Of course I want to win die 
title ” 

Chaotic end mars Argentine Rally 

TUCUMAN, Argentina (R) — Spectators angered by die 
cancelling of the last stage of the second leg of' the Argentine 
Motor Rally have used rocks and flaming sticks to attack the cars 
of race leader Didier Auriol of France and former world 
champion Carlos Sainz of Spain. Organisers of the 1,890-km 
second leg short because fog had reduced visibility over the ice 
and mud covered course. Both drivers and their co-pilots escaped 
unscathed from tbe incident, which erupted when a mob suddenly 
spilled onto the road as tbe drivers were cruising slowly back to 
the city of Tucuman. The rocks hurled by spectators shattered the 
windscreens of Auriol’s Lancia and Samz’s Toyota. The Italian 
car sustained further damage when a spectator rammed a fiery 
stick into the vehicle’s roof airvent. Auriol had to drive on for two 
kilometres before he could stop to remove tbe stick. His co-pOot 
Bernard Occelii’s seat was burnt by tbe torch. 

Bobby Fischer is planning comeback’ 

BELGRADE (R) — Formerworid chess champion Bobby Fisher 
is planning to play his first public match in almost 20 yeazs in 
Yugoslavia next month, a Yugoslav newspaper said. Polilika said 
the 49-year-old American bad agreed to play an exhibition match 
against Boris Spassky, tbe Russian grandmaster he defeated in 
Reykjavik in 1972 to become World champion! The Belgrade 
paper said Fischer had signed a $5 5 million contract with Serbian 
banker and hotel owner Jezdimir Vasiljevic. Fischer will play 
Spassky in the exclusive Yugoslav resort of Sveti Stefan on the 
Montenegrin coast and in Belgrade, the paper said, adding that 
Spassky would travel to the mediaeval resort on Aug. 10. 

Klinsmann leaves Interior Monaco 

PARIS — Star striker Jurgen Klinsmann, an architect of 
Germany's World Cup victory in 1990, will leave Inter Milan and 
Italian soccer this season for AS Monaco and the French League, 
team officials announced Thursday. Under a three-year contract, 
Klinsmann replaces Liberian George Weah in the Monaco 
line-up. Weah will go to Paris Saint-Germain for four years, Paris 
SG Vice President Michel Denisot and AS Monaco President 
Jean-Louis Campora said at a news conference. No financial 
details of the transaction were disclosed. The two French dubs 
and Ernesto Pellegrini, bead of Inter had been involved in 
negotiations since Monday. Klinsmann, 27, was a star at Inter 
since leaving VFB Stuttgart in 1989. He has been selected for 
Germany’s national squad 41 times. 

Marseille agree Steven move to Leeds 

MARSEILLE, France (R) — French League champions Marseil- 
le have agreed on the sale of England midfielder Trevor Steven to 
Leeds United, Marseille said. Gub Vice-President Jean-Louis 
Levreau didytiot give details of the deal, but said Steven still had 
: to sort orit a cfcagreemem with Leeds over his pay terms. 'Tt's 
now up to the- player to make a deal with the English 
management. There is a salary problem at tbe moment and die 
management and Trevor Steven still haven't agreed on it,” 
Levreau said. Steven, 28, moved to Marseille in August last year 
from Glasgow Rangers for 47 million francs ($9 million). 

Lendl outplays McEnroe in Toronto 

TORONTO (AP) — - Third-seeded Ivan Lendl breezed past John 
McEnroe 6-2, 64 to advance to the Player’s International 
Championships semifinals. McEnroe, who has dropped his last six 
straight matches to Lendl, plans to cut back on his playing 
commitments next year. “The weeks I do choose to [day HI have 
a tendency to go places I haven’t been to before” said McEnroe, 
who has played in this tournament the past 16 years. “(Chances of 
returning) are very, very miniscule.” McEnroe entered the 
quarterfinal on a roll, having dropped just four games in two 
matches. However, Lendl, ranked 12th in the world, played a 
nearly perfect game and the American struggled to keep serve. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JULY 25, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


HEY, PILOT, CAN U)E 
FLY IN THE RAIN? 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

01991 TnBm MM SvHCM. Me. 


A FINE DEFENSE 


Both vulnera ble. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ AQ 10 7482 

9 Q 9 

: 0 K 7 5 

* 4 

WEST EAST 

• 65 ♦ K J 9 8 

9 J3 2 9 7 6 

v A J 6 4 3 C Q 10 9 2 
*6 10 2 * A 5 3 

SOUTH 

• Void 

9 A K 10 8 5 4 

: os 

*Q J9 8 76 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 fr Pass 

2 *' Pass 2 0 Pass 

3 ^ 3 4 * Pass 

4* Pass 4? Pass - 

Pate Pass 

. Opening lead: Ace of 0 

winning defense requires part- 
nership cooperation. If the partners 
are on different wavelengths, it is all 
tooleasy for one to undo the good 
work of the other. On this deal from 
a recent Southwest regional cham- 
pionship, East and West combined 
perfectly to sink a contract that was 
made more often than not. 


North's bid of two diamonds, tbe 
fourth suit, created a game-forcing 
auction. South described a mam- 
moth two- suiter, and the auction 
died at four hearts — most of North’s 
cards were not working. 

West, Ed White of Houston. Tex- 
as, got the defense off to its best 
start by leading the ace of diamonds, 
then shifting to a trump to cut dawn 
dummy’s ruffing power. The table's 
nine won the trick and a low dub 
was led off the board. East. Eddie 
Wold, also of Houston, continued 
the good work by refusing to go up 
with the ace. 

In with the king of dubs. West led 
another trump. Declarer could take 
two dub discards on the ace of 

spades and king of diamonds, but 
still had to concede two dub tricks, 
for down one. 

TVio fiflfonfinra had tn play pwrtly . 

as they did to prevaiL If West does 
not lead the ace of diamonds, declar- 
er can discard the singleton dia- 
mond cm the ace of spades. If West 
does not shift to a trump, declarer 
will be able to ruff a dub in dummy 
and lose only two chibs and a dia- 
mond. And if East rises with the ace 
of dubs, the defenders will again get 
only two dub tricks. 



Andy Capp 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



ussen.sitdwm aK 

MINUTE/- DO VbU KNOW) 

who man's 8EST/- 
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A 006 IS man's best 
FRIEND! THAT’S WHO! 
MAYBE A HORSE but , 
CERTAINLY NOT ;— ^ 
■ A CAT/ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Making new contacts today will 
prove to be more of a challenge 
than it is w orth. In travel you gain 

a new perspective and benefit 
especially when you get together 
with influential persons. 

ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
This is a day to make yourself 
conform to accept rules and regula- 
tions especially while in the world 
of outside action and don't be 
impulsive, in anyway. 

TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
Yon think a jaunt to some site 
where you can get a desired aim 
will work out alright but condi- 
tions there are not as you aatid- 
paled so postpone. 

GEMD4I: (May 21 to June 21) You 
think you can .get your attachment 
to go along irith a plan that has not 
been well thought out by you yet, 
so finish studies before asking sup- 
port . 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can mistake the inten- 
tions of a partner who is actually 
being very impersonal about a 
situation that means modi to you 
personally. 

LEO: (July 22. to August 21) A day 
to consider die many tasks faring 
you and to do them in a proven 
manner without getting into new 
phases that momentarily look 
appealing. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You think now the right 


entertainment in which (o engage 
in today but unless you are careful 
you will find yourself over your 
bead financially. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Your home seems to be in good 
shape and your family in right 
humor but any spark of contention 
could start a blaze that could cause 

unwise dispute. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look for some messages ot 

communications that have some 
risk or gamble connected with your 
reply and if yon do acknowledge 
make it very tactful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You think you know 
what to do about a financial matter 
now but unless you take your time 
and get all facts and figures you can 
make a mistake. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You start the day 
feeling fine and in a positive frame 
of mind but you soon have some 
doubts and fears, rightly as to tbe 
course of action to pursue . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever yon have in mind 
of a confidential nature needs to be 
kept just that for if you tell others 
you find it gets out and to your 
disadvantage. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can make the wrong selec- 
tion today in the friend or ac- 
quaintance you ask to aid you with 
some project that is vita] to your 
future well-being. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



"Aluminum siding! I think you’re 
overreacting to that gray hair 
you found.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A 


Yesterday's 



(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UTTER CLEFT BEFORE RENEGE 
Answer. As he approached the racetrack, he saw this 
sign— ’TURN FOR THE 'BETTOR'" 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James Barricfc 




ACROSS 
1 She loved 
Narcissus 
5 

10 Genesis name 

14 Oddball 

15 Old Gr. coins. 
ISGovem 

17 Chubby one 
10 gW" 

20 Primate 

21 Unclean, In 
Jewish law 

22 Held out 

24 Word at sea. 

25 Venom 

26 Semitic 


33 Invents 

34 Bumped Into 

35 God stroke 

36 Pursue 
relentlessly 

37 Occupation 

38 — for tat 

39 Drench 

40 Throb 

41 Opening In a 

lens 

43 — spaniel 

44 Sunday (firmer 

fare' 

45 Promi si n g . 

48 Obtain 

48 Except. 

49 — poeilCB 1 
62 Extinct Ok 

53 nattered 

58 Calumet 

57 WUowrod 

58 Art movement 

59 Meeting: abbr. 

60P|Wound9 

81 Sign 

DOWN.; ' 

1 Me of axle . 

2 — de grace 

3 Table cf— 

4 Neighbor of 
Erie: abbr. 

5 Woe 

- 6 Religious house 


■ £»■■■■!!■■■ 


eura! ■ n*una ma swvkm. me. 


7 Do nothing 
SBendlnapIpe 
9 Artificial lake 

10 BrisfleGke 
- strycture 

11 Dafyproduct 

. 12.Qtberwtae . . 
rawbvffiont - 
_18 A Ba rrymore 
i23U«idfr - 
_ 24 Sme9 — (be 

-25 not 
28 Seven: prof. 

27 Rtout 

28 Rowers 

29 Lowdown guy 

30 Dfmwtaed 

31 Guide . 

33 Woo 
36Doraestic 

employee 
37 '1 £«_■■ . 

39 Get top Mling 

40 Stumper 

42 Stirs 

43 Blankets . .. 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn noun 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnno nnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
□no nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nonunnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nr,nn nnnnn nnnn 


45 Appraised 49 Bede" 

46 Has s meat 50 Coarse 

47 Toledo's 51 Bridge 

waterfront 54 "Bom In the—' 

46 Recipe direction 55 Tokyo, formerly 
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1.906$ 


1,4953 


1.3169 


5.0120 


1 16.69 ■ 


1.3710 


TOKyO 
CLOSE ; 
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1.9043 
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7 .'3173 - 
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126.40 . 
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tlato: 23/7/92 


tiwinu/ 

\ Mill 


[ CMTlis 

12 MTI1K 

It.::. Fiuihir 

.3.37 


mm 

3.87 

rilrifiiij; I'rtuliil 

'9.93 ' 

70.06 

ill 

70.72 

IlmiUthr Maik 

9.6* 

KEK 

9.62 

9.68 

S«I- I-innc ~ _ 

9.63 

3.75 

3.75 

8.68 

1 1 null 1'iaiie 

70.06 

70.73 


70.78 

Jiiji.-iurci* Vrit 

4.46 

4.2S 

4.06 

4.03 

Hfiri>|ir:iii Cminirj Unit 

10.93 

10.93 

10.93 

70.75 
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1 ttnriu'v 

fiiH - 

uiicr 

ll.ri. Ihilkir 

0.668- ' 

0.-670 

N>f-iHii|* I'miuil 

1.2717 

7.2787 

IimlM-hr: Mailt 

0.4492 - " 

0.4514 

S«i« fow 


0.5090 

I'rriitli Prune 

bseSeIi 

0.7337 * 

■iaitsurtr V«-n* 

0.5270 

EOl 

Ihiiih Cnililrr 

0.3983 . 

0.4003 

5Hr>Kth Ktiiiiu 

KsnzM 

0.1241 

li iftiii JU.a* ' 


0.0595 

1 U-Hp:m 

0.02775 

0.02786 

* rn iwt 




Uaf+i-r 23/7/92 

1 I'tiirrnc; 

■ itiil 

Olfcr 

Huliiuini Ilinar 

1.7450 

1-1550 


0.03385 

^ I R 

jwiinli IUi s»T 

0.7777 

0.7870 

fvunaili lliimr 

2.2500 

2.5400 

talari Kit at 

0.7472 

0.7822 

Frjftffan [Win!. . 

0.200 

tmm ii 


7.7700 

1.7250 

tUK Uliltaift 

'0.7872 

0.7822 

l!ntli fliailuna* 

0.3650 

0.3850 

7 ".'print 1‘imlut 

1.5365 

7.5565 


- |y» i mi 


*!AU Indites for Amman Tan.nitl.il TiUnhct' 


Inilw 


All-Share 


[tanking Srefur 


Imuranre Scclm- 


Iiwlwlrr .Nertwr 


Scriirrs Krrtnr 


27/7/92 
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140.it 


703.52 


750.33 


702.93 


773.55 


22/7/92 * 


ClOMC 


740.33 


703.77 


.150.1! 


792.90 


773.77 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following an the buying and seffing rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
cm the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Staling 1.9X43/50 

One U.S. dollar 1.1913/18 

1.4850/60 
1.6772/82 
13180/90 
30.58/62 
5.0291/96 
1129/1131 
127.17/22 
5.4030/80 
5.8475/8525 
5.7300/50 

One ounce of gold $358.05/35835 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dcotschemarks 
Dutch gnildeis 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yea 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
crowns 
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JORBAR PAPER C CABS BOUND FACTORIES 

MDM PHOSPHATE HIMES 
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BRTERRAL CHEMICAL OBOStHirS 
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ura tmcostries 
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CUM 788 nUCT 
PRICE 

0IUCX 

l,Ml 

2.000 

3.000 

2.750 

2J.«* 

1.070 

1.H0 

2.170 

fi,(» 

2-500 

2.440 

i.m 

l.HI 

- 2.000 

2-000 

2.0 m' 

>,;w 

2.170 

3.2V 

2.250 

I,K> 

. 2.920 

2-050 

1.700 

17,160 

3.110 

3.120 

3.150 

104,111 

1.140 

1.150 

1.150 

U,l» 

1.050 

vm 

1.000 

282, 4 M 

3.050 

3.030 

3.150 

10,3*5 

2.100 

2.100 

2.100 

<71. *51 

2.040 

2.0CB 

3-l» 


14 . 250 

14.310 , 

14.250 

17C.OO 

1X7.250 

110.250 

1X4.250 

521 

1.020 

1.000 

3-000 

21.05* 

2.080 

2.500 

2.040 

4.525 

2.500 

2.470 

2.450 

2*, <98 

2.000 

2.050 

2.500 

11,20 

2.400 

2.050 

2.450 

725 

1.420 

1.450 

1.450 

11,508 

1.300 

2.300 

2.300 

38.000 

3.050 

3.000 

3.000 

5,010 

2.000 

2.020 

2.000 

<.725 

3.150 

3.150 

3.150 

20, <01 

1.240 

1.250 

1.2(0 

50,027 

4.040 . 

. 4.820 

4.010 

12<.<f« 

1.340 ' 

- 1.340 

1.320 

2,760 

0.450 

0.400 

0.700 

7.HM 

2.400 

2.400 

2.350 

2,100 

4.040 

0.200 

4.200 

■15.010 

1.500 

1.500 

1.400 

I, <05 

0.2(0 

0.210 

0.270 

« ,005 

i-oia 

i.ooo 

1.010 

>1,271 

0.500 

0.150 

0.950 

110,407 

0.700 

0.700 

0.720 . 

7,525 

1.100 

1.130 

1.120 

27,637 

1.510 

1.500 

1.500 

12,152 

2.440 

2.410 

2.400 

1,574 

2.35<r 

2.37D 

2.400 

214,211 

7. BOO 

7.000 

7.790 

104,515 

9.710 

*.760 

9.550 

185,402 

5.500 

&.SO0 

5.880 

77,0*1 

21.000 

20.900 

22.100 

231,422 

4.500 

4.550 

4.440 

71,521 

0.450 

0.450 

6.700 

4*. 120 

3.750 

1.750 

3.470 

2,340 

0.400 

4.400 

4.500 

27,710 

4.570 

4.700 

4.740 

14,210 

0.710 

0.770 

0.770 

5,200 

5.100 

5.100 

5.20D 

*2,504 

1.700 

3.570 

1. 500 

37,740 

4.100 

4.900 

4.750 

1.244,104 

1.000 

3.020 

3.910 

27,144 

0.500 

0.560 

0.5*0 

21,300 

4.200 

4.180 

4.140 

147,413 

13.300 

13.400 

12.400 

14,400 

1.000 

2.800 

3.100 

40,100 

3.810 

3.030 

3.150 

2,755 

6.550 

1.580 

2.570 

2,570 

1.140 

1.140 

1.150 

24,250 

1.050 

1.110 

3.100 

154,184 

0.730 

4.710 

4.450 

52,370 

3.510 

1.510 

J.S4D 

114,477 

1.240 

1.230 

1.2(0 

2,455 

1.740 

1.250 

1.770 

54,751 

0.510 

0.580 

0.000 

444,741 

5.170 

5.140 

5.140 

45,706 

2.100 

2.150 

2.130 

2,425 

21.000 

21.000 

21.000 

35.544 

0.500 

8.500 

8.450 




TOTAL 


4, 407, 400 


i. . i : 

mo. OP, SAYS TRAMP 

i»w» wvbrboe op nuu>nB nna 

MULT 6*88308 OF TRADED UBBER 
I 

DUU KPKRAOt OP CMRMlRS 



American Airlines parent 
announces $166m loss 

(NEW YORK (R) — AMR Corp, parent of American Airlines, has 
(reported a $166 mQfioa second-quarter loss, results its chairman 
(called “an enormous disappointment-” 

The company blamed the fare war that swept the U.S. airline 
industry earlier this year and rising fuel prices. 

Chairman Robert Crandall said that while American had tried to 
bring order to fares with its four-tier pricing system, “oar competitors 
have chosen to continue filing many different fares.” 

“Thus dispite strong traffic growth in the second quarter, yield 
(the average price paid by passengers) declined by 3.6 per cent, a 
very unfortunate result,” Mr. Crandall said. 

The results included an after-tax charge of $109 million for 
anticipated losses from AMR's Confirm R.S. hotel and rental car 
reservation project, which the company said it has now suspended. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished offices 
Complete secretary services 
Distinguished commercial location 

Tel. 685094 - 685093 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 




Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


WEEKEND AT 

Shows: 330, 6:15, 830. 1*30 


V 




Tel: 675571 


NabB At 




Mel Gibson... in 

BIRD ON A WIRE 

Shows: 1230, 3-^0, 6:15, 8:30, Kh30 

Special shows for children at 11 am on Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 

Tel: 625155’ 


Play for the'whoie family 


Please caB AJ MashinJ Theatre to arrange for special perfcxmj 
lances to schools and summer centres. 

Soon Abu Awad wii be performing in 

TA’A U QA1MEH (CHAOS) 





AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

*"AhIan New World and Local 
Orders” 

Show iM at SlJOjjjb. 




Saudi-U.S. links 
on oil Issues 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has long tried to influ- 
ence global oil prices through its 
dealings with Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s biggest oil exporter, the 
Washington Post has said. 

Citing State Department douo- 
ments and government legal pap- 
ers, the Post said the United 
States and Saudi Arabia have 
long cooperation on oil issues, 
despite claims by both sides to the 
contrary. 

It said the State Department 
documents, obtained through the 
freedom of information act, show 
Washington “leaned” on the 
Saudis to lower prices when they 
were above $30 a barrel in 1984. 

Two yean later it expressed its 
concern to Riyadh when oil prices 
dipped to almost $10 a barrel. 

Legal papers filed on behalf of 
the State Department last month 


indicate that the policy of coop- 
eration on oil issues is still in 
place, the newspaper said. 

But the papers do not show 
that the United States ever asked 
the Sautfis to set a particular price 
for cti, the Pest said. 

Instead, they show that the 
U.S. approach has been to 
emphasise the negative consequ- 
ences that an oil price move 
outside a certain range would 
have, it said. 

Saudi Arabia, in turn, has 
sometimes informed Washington 
in advance of its moves at meet- 
ings of the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries, the 
newspaper said. 

As the largest OPEC producer, 
Saudi Arabia wields a great deal 
of clout and is in a key position of 
influence world prices by adjust- 
ing its output levels. 


Bonn likely to earn 
billions from German 
privatisations in 1990s 


BONN (R) — The German gov- 
ernment expects to raise billions 
of marks by selling off state- 
owned enterprises in the 1990s. 

Airline Deutsche Lufthansa 
A.G. and Deutsche Bundespost 
Telekom, the telecommunica- 
tions arm of the Federal Postal 
Service, are the largest com- 
panies on the government’s list. 

But both of these privatisations 
face long delays — Lufthansa 
because it is making heavy losses 
and Telekom because selling it 
would require an amendment to 
the constitution. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
cabinet approved a finance minis- 
try report recommending that the 
policy of privatisation begun in 
1983, which has so far brought 
10.5 billion marks (S7 billion) 
into state coffers, should con- 
tinue. 

The cabinet gave itself a pat on 
the back for Germany's postwar 
policy of leaving major enter- 
prises in private hands instead of 
privatising them as Britkin and 
France did. 

“If you don't nationalise, you 
have less to privatise," the fi- 
nance ministry said. “We had 30 
years of a free and .successful 
market economy with priority for 
the private sector behind us when 
other countries were starting to 
privatise.” 

The cabinet, which agreed last 
week to privatise German rail- 
ways after 2002, agreed that the 
state should eventually sell all of 
its 52.95 per cent stake m Lufth- 
ansa. 

“The current federal govern- 
ment holding can be reduced 
considerably. The goal remains 
the complete withdrawal of the 
federal government from the 
company," the finance ministry 
said. 


It said the state should retain a 
blocking minority of 25.1 per cent 
until after completion of the 
European Community's (EC’s) 
internal market because other EC 
countries still had major stakes in 
national airlines. 

Lufthansa made a net loss of 
426 million marks ($285 million) 
in 1991 and does not expect much 
improvement in 1992. 

The government agreed that 
partial privatisation wonld be the 
best solution for Telekom to en- 
able it to operate in increasingly 
liberalised world telecommunica- 
tions markets. 

“The circle of shareholders 
should be opened up in order to 
finance growth of Deutsche Bun- 
despost Telekom and maintain 
and increase its competitive- 
ness," the ministry said. 

Postal Minister Christian 
Schwarz- Schilling estimated Tele- 
kom's market value at 70 to 80 
billion marks ($47 to $54 billion) 
in May and suggested that 25 per 
cent could be sold off in a first 
stage of privatisation. 

Other companies targeted for 
self-off indude airports, port au- 
thorities, construction companies 
and the federal printing office. 
The government also plans to sell 
land owned by east and west 
German railways. 

The finance ministry disputed 
monopoly commission estimates 
that privatisation could raise hun- 
dreds of billions of marks, saying 
this would only be the case tf 
Germany's federal states and loc- 
al authorities joined Bonn in its 
privatisation drive. 

It said the federal government 
could raise tens of billions of 
marks in the coming years if 
privatisation .induded the partial 
sell-off of Telekom. 


Australasian banking giant 
created by BNZ takeover 


WELLINGTON (R) — An Au- 
stralasian banking giant was cre- 
ated this week when National 
Australia Bank (NAB) 
announced its intention to take 
over state-controlled Bank of 
New Zealand (BNZ), the coun- 
try’s biggest bank. 

The widely-expected 
announcement that NAB would 
buy BNZ for 1.48 biDion New 
Zealand dollars ($814 million) 
will end the New Zealand govern- 
ment’s involvement in banking 
and is a new twist in a five-year 
saga of controversy surrounding 
BNZ. 

NAB, a star performer m Au- 
stralia, will join Westpac and 


Australia and New Zealand Bank 
(ANZ) as Australia’s big three 
banks, and means New Zealand's 
retail banking industry is to be, 
with one exception, entirely 
foreign-owned. 

Industry analysts said the New 
Zealand government, which own- 
ed 58 per cent of BNZ, and 
merchant Bank Fay, Richwhite, 
which held 27 per cent, would be 
relieved that exhaustive negotia- 
tions had concluded. The remain- 
ing 15 per cent of BNZ is owned 
by the public. 

NAB said several conditions 
were attached to the deal, includ- 
ing an eight-week “due dili- 
gence” study of BNZ’s finances 


Semi Villa For Rent 

A 3 - room and T-shaped salon with garden and 
garage; super deluxe finishing. 

Location: Close to 7th Circle. 

Contact 823345, 9*6 p.m. 


Looking For Employment 

A Jordanian young man with very good experience in 
personnel & secretarial work, general driving licence type 
( 6 ). 

For details, please call Mr. Ersan El Hflu - 02-270664 


(Duty Unpaid) 

1. Range Rover 1985. Metallic silver-blue: 3-door Air- 
conditioning. Resprayed: Regularly serviced. 

Off-road luxury at bargain price: JD 6,000 

2. Peugeot 505 GTI family estate, 1989. Red. Air- 
conditioning, 8 seats, maintained by agent, ideal family 
transport. JD 8,000. 

Both vehicles In first-class condition 
Contact British Embassy 
T elj 823100 (before 3:00 p.m.) 


Saudis still cherish 
big used U.S. cars 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Wide-bodied old gas-guzzling 
cars are gone from America but 
not forgotten. Just look to die 
desert super highways of Saudi 
Arabia, where more and more 
people are tooting around in 
roomy, used U.S. cars. 

Even in this wealthy kingdom, 
prices of new cars are rising more 
rapidly than the average Saudi’s 
salary. More and more citizens 
are into used cars, and they tike 
the old American models the 
best. 

“The dream car for the middle- 
income Saudi is now the Chev- 
rolet Caprice — before it went 
aerodynamic," — said Bakur 
Azher, director of Saudi Auto 
Tractor magazine. 

“It's perfect because most 
Saudis have big families and they 
need the room, the air- 
conditioning's good and the size 
and weight give the impression of 
safety," he pointed out. 

Back to back, tbe used-car lots 
in Jeddah now take up almost a 
square mile. It's a long way from 
the 1970s when, at the peak of tbe 
oil boom, high-rolling Saudis 
changed their cars for new mod- 
els every year, usually simply 
dumping old models. 

Mahmoud Abu Zeid of A1 Sul- 
tan for Cars, the kingdom’s big- 
gest used-car dealer, describes 
the Caprice as “the queen of the 
used car market in Saudi Arabia” 
— especially if it’s loaded with 
options. 

The new Caprice is not so 
popular, he said, adding that 
Saudis have dubbled that model 
“Lifebuoy” because they think 
it's shaped like a bar of soap. 


The old cars come ovep'from 
the United States In relatively 
good shape, compared to the 
wear and tear wrought by a harsh 
climate on a used car in Saudi 
Arabia, and their value is greater. 

Also, Saudis aren't too worried 
about getting good gasoline 
mileage. In the world’s largest 
oil-exporting country, gas is 
cheap and has gone cheaper since 
spring. 

Leaded file] is still tbe only 
kind of gasoline sold here, 
although there are plans to intro- 
duce unleaded by 1994 or 1995. 

lliat means that the catalytic 
converters must be taken out of 
used American cars when they 
arrive. But even with these ex- 
pensive changes, Saudis still con- 
sider them a good buy. 

About 30,000 used cars, most 
of them American, came into 
Saudi Arabia last year, according 
to the Norwegian shipping com- ' 
party Hoegh-U gland Auto Lin- 
ers, which handles most U.S. car 
imports. That’s about three times 
more than 1990. 

With big profits to be made for 
tbe Saudi shipping borne a couple 
of cars after graduation to tbe... 
small-town entrepreneur in Hofuf ; 
and the big-time dealers who line 
Jeddah's Medina Road. 

“If you’re going to see your son . 
at university in the United States* ;» 
for sure you’ll bring back a fewr- 
cars," says Jamil Yasin of Asaf 
International, a used-car dealer 
who opened in the last year. 

.He said Saudis were making.--, 
profits of up to $2,000 per Cap- 
rice — “and that more than pays- . > 
for the vacation.” 


Britain still pushing 
London for proposed 
Euro-bank headquarters 


LONDON (R) — Britain is lob- 
bying hard in Europe for the 
proposed European Central 
Bank (ECB) to be based in Lon- 
don, senior government officials 
have said. 

They dismissed as "mis- 
chievous’' reports that Britain 
and France had a deal to drop 
their bids for the bank, provided 
it did not go to Frankfurt and was 
sited instead in an alternative 
financial centre such as Luxem- 
bourg. 

A European Central Bank is a 
key element of tbe later stages of 
plans for economic and monetary 
union (EMU), intended to lead 
to a singles EC currency by the 
late 1990s. 

Hosting tbe ECB would be a 
major boost to the prestige of any 
European finance centre. 

London financiers and tbe Brit- 
ish government have waged a 
long battle to win the ECB and 
other institutions in order to rein- 
force London’s status as Europe's 
pre-eminent finance centre. 

The government officials said 
there would be no let up. 

“We are still lobbying for Lon- 
don,” one official said. 

Explaining what they meant by 
saying reports of a deal were 
“mischievous,” officials said 
some rivals for the ECB, particu- 


larly backers of Bonn, were . 
promoting the idea that Britain 
and France had accepted they 
were not going to get it. 

That line has it that Britain and 
France have agreed that the ECB > 
will not go to London or Paris, 
provided Frankfurt — their key 
rival as a major European finance 
centre — also missed out. 

Another view of the battle for 
the ECB suggests that it should 
go to Frankfurt to help ease 
Germans’ fears that by agreeing " 
to a single EC currency they are - 
surrendering the security of the 
mark. 

The British officials said one 
possibility still being assessed was 
to locate tbe political and man- 
agement wing separately from its 
operational market-related arm. 

Bank of England Governor 
Robin Leigb-Pemberton recently 
told a conference that London 
was the best location for the 
ECB, though it could survive as a 
finance centre without it. 

“In my opinion, policy makers 
are likely to be better informed if 
they are located dose to the main 
financial markets, and for that 
reason it would be in Europe’s 
interest for its central bank to be 
located in London,” he said in a 
speech to a Euromoney confer- 
ence in London. 


Apartment For Rent 
in Dm Utheina 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, salon and dining 
(American system). Separate central heating. New excellent 
furniture. Newly built Suitable for diplomatic residence. 

For Information please call 829502 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in western Amman, between 7th and 8th Circles. 
Consisting oi 2 bedrooms, lounge, salon, glassed-in veranda, 
telephone, garden, garage, heating and separate entrance. The 
apartment is part of a villa and immediately near the street. 

Please call tel. 822052 


Two Apartments For Rent 

One furnished in Abdoun and the other one, unfur- 
nished, located in Jabal Amman 4th Circle. 

For more details please call 829378 


FOR RENT 

A furnished villa at Al Fardous neighbourhood - 
Dabouq is available now for rent. 

Call 841735 


REQUIRED 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHER 

A private school in Amman is in need for an English 
language teacher for grades 9 and 10. Applicants 
must have a university degree from an American or 
British university with at least three years of experi- 
ence in teaching English language and literature. 
Qualified only call Tel. No.: 

847067/8 as of Saturday 25/7/1992, between 
10-12 o’clock. 
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Gorazde defenders call for help 
as Serbs pound Bosnian city 

£2 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — A dwind- 
ling number of defenders of the 
town of Gorazde and thousands 
of Muslim refugees begged tbe 
world to save them as Serb forces 
pounded away at tbe Bosnian 
Stronghold Thursday. 

Sarajevo, the Bosnian capital, 
was the quietest it has been in 
days. But the casualties of spor- 
adic fighting included Margaret 
Moth, a camerawoman for 
Atlanta-based Cable News Net- 
work, who was shot in tbe jaw 
and seriously wounded by a snip- 
er. CNN Rome bureau chief 
Mark Du Image suffered slight 
wounds. 

Three people were reported 
killed and 20 wounded in a mor- 
tar attack on the Vogosca neigh- 
bourhood. the city ambulance 
service said. A French soldier was 
hurt when his armdured person- 
nel carrier struck a mine, said a 
U.N. official. 

Gorazde's appeal, the second 
in two days, was carried by the 
Bosnia News Agency (BH). It 
asked “all friends and people 
around the world" for help, and 
for food and medicine. 

Bosnian officials said 20 people 
had been killed and SO wounded 
in the Serb assault there in 24 
hours, bringing tbe reported 
death toll in the past three days to 
150. 

. Gorazde, the last Bosnian gov- 
ernment stronghold in eastern 
Bosnia, took in thousands of re- 
fugees before Serbs surrounded 
it. The Belgrade-based Tar* 5, ig 
News Agency said Thursday is 
the 80th day of the r! ege of 
Gorazde. 

The city's contacts with the 
outside world rest with ham radio 
operators while it endures day 
after day of shelling from Serb 
forces on surrounding hills. 

The United Nations' High 
Commissioner for Refugees sent 
three trucks to Gorazde , about 50 


kilometres south east o£ 
Sarajevo. The convoy, escorted 
by a U.N. armoured personnel 
carrier, carried some food but 
was intended mainly to find out 
whether it was possible to 
approach the town. 

Tanjug reported that French 
U.N. troops reached Serbian 
positions on the outskirts of 
Gorazde, and would try to reach 
the town later in the day or 
Friday. 

Gorazde appeared to have a 
similar psychological importance 
for the two sides as the city of 
Vukovar in the fighting in neigh- 
bouring Croatia. Vukovar's 
Croat defenders were besieged 
for months by Serb forces before 
the city fell in mid-November. 

That capture cemented Serb 
control over eastern Croatia. Six 
weeks after its fall, a ceasefire 
went into effect in Croatia that 
has largely held for almost seven 
months. 

Nationalist Serbs in Bosnia 
oppose the republic's independ- 
ence. They have captured about 
two-thirds of Bosnia, primarily 
northern and eastern lands that 
adjoin Serbia, Montenegro, and 
Serb-held territory in eastern 
Croatia. 

At least 7,500 people have died 
since Bosnia's Muslims and 
Croats voted on Feb. 29 for inde- 
pendence. Some Bosnian officials 
speak of more than 40.000 dead. 
About 13 million of Bosnia's 
prewar population of 43 million 
have fled the fighting. 

In other developments: 

— Bosnian government forces 
exchanged 29 Serbian prisoners 
for 72 loyalists, mostly Muslims, 
on the outskirts oi Sarajevo. “I 
am very hungry, they barely fed 
us," said a 54-year-old Muslim, 
Masa Lepenica. who had been 
held for 20 days. 

— In Serb-dominated Yugosla- 
via , President Slobodan 
Milosevic and the leader of his 



Some of the more than 14,000 child refugees and their mothers in 
Slovenia wait to see a doctor. 

Socialist Party, Borisav Jovic, via. The onposition Social Demo- 
clashed over Mr. Milosevic's cri- era is said the mission violated the 
ticism of the party's bureaucracy, constitution. 

The dispute could signal a rift, or — In Washington, the Penta- 
could be staged to make It appear gon said the aircraft carrier USS 
that Mr. Milosevic, accused by Saratoga had cancelled a sche- 
the west of being largely response- duled port call in Greece because 
ble for the warfare in Bosnia, was of U.S. involvement in support- 
distancing himself from the for- ing the humanitarian supply mis- 
mer Communists. sion to Bosnia. “U.S. military 

— A trainload of 1,000 Bos- commanders felt it was the right 
nian refugees arrived in Switzer- thing to do to keep it at sea," 


land after being stuc T : on the 
Croattan-Slovenian bolder. 
Switzerland Month ) 1 ?r>'d it would 
take in the refaoees. 

— A group • * \s00 mostly 
Muslim refugees from northern 


Pentagon spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams announced at a briefing. 

The statement appeared aimed 
at stifling reports that the car- 
rier’s movements were related to 
a possible military strike against 


Bosnia were reported heading Iraq. 

toward the Cro .tian dty of Kar- Meanwhile, the commander of 


lovac. Bring.' :ig the convoy 
through ^ w jf>-held territory in 
Croatia represented “the first 
time we were able to make a 


humanitarian corridor to bring the army said. 


Yugoslavia's Third Military Dis- 
trict, which includes troubled 
Kosovo province, was killed 
Thursday in a helicopter crash, 


people to safety,” said U.N. offi- 
cial Peter Kessler. 

— While its parliament de- 
bated the military's role, Ger- 
many sent a second destroyer to 
the Adriatic to join NATO forces 
patrolling the coast of Yugosla- 


Gen. Vladimir Vukovic, 54, 
died along with two army col- 
onels, a sergeant and a mechanic 
when their helicopter crashed on 
Mount Brezovic in Kosovo, ab- 
out 55 kilometres southwest of 
Pristina in southern Serbia. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. African strike seen fuelling unrest 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — A general strike aimed at speeding 
democracy reforms could fuel black township v-'fer.ze an 8 
hamper peace efforts by U.N. special envoy Cyrus Vance, South 
African commentators said Friday. ‘'Further political and indust- 
rial turbulence lie ahead... violence will be an ever-present 
danger,” said an editorial in the Johannesburg S* - “ ' looming 
work stoppage next month could presage a perio. ^..icned 
bitterness and conflict,” said an editorial in Business Day. John 
Kane Berman, director of the independent South African 
Institute of Race Relations, said in an article in Business Day 
black pro-democracy campaigns w-re malting some pans of the 
country ungovernable. “These st!.:tegies... have got out of 
control," he said. Nelson Mandela's African National Congress 
\ANC) and its Labour and Communist Party allies Thursday 
announced a general strike for Aug. 3-4, saying blacks would rise 
up in their millions to call for democracy. 

Hitler remains destroyed after 1970 

MOSCOW (AP) — The remains of Adolf Hitler, his wife Eva 
Braun, and other members of his inner circle were preserved until 
1970 by a Soviet military counterintelligence unit, then destroyed, 
a news report said Friday. The teeth and dental work of the Nazi 
leader and his wife are stiU in Russian military archives in 
Moscow, historian Lev Bezymensky said in an interview with the 
newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda. Hitler's remains were found 
on May 4, 1945, after the Nazi leader committed suicide on April 
30 m bis Berlin bunker, but they were preserved by the 
counterintelligence unit of the Soviet Third Army known as 
Smexsh, he said. Smersh is a Russian acronym for “death to 
spies”. Aides to Hitler reportedly had doused the corpses with 
gasoline and burned them after the suicides to prevent the bodies 
from falling Into Soviet hands. The remains were buried and 
exhumed at least six times between 1945-46 as the army moved its 
location, Mr. Bezymensky was quoted as saying. The final stop in 
1946 was Magdeburg, about 120 kilometres from Berlin in what 
was then east Germany, said Mr. Bezymensky, who was an 
interpreter for Marshal Georgy Zhukov, first deputy 
commander-in-chief. “The remains of tbe Nazi 'saints' were left 
there (in Magdeburg) for nearly 25 years and were destroyed m 
1970,” Mr. Bezymensky told the newspaper. 

Court allows imelda Marcos to leave 

MANILA (R) — A Philippine judge Friday gave former first lady 
Imelda Marcos permission to travel to Hong Kong next week for 
her first trip abroad since her return from exile last November. 
But Judge Corona Sotnera ordered the widow of the late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos to post a 200,000-peso ($7,700) bond as a 
guarantee that she would come back, and to report to the court 
upon her return. Ms. Marcos said she planned to leave for the 
British colony on Tuesday to discuss with some associates a 
proposal for an out-of-court settlement of civil cases filed against 
her by the Philippine government. 
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Home delivery 

TTie Jordan Times and its sister Arabic daily A1 Ra’i 
are offering a new home delivery service to different 
parts of the capital, starting first with the areas of 
Shmeisani, Abdoun and Umm Utheina. 

. Those who are interested in having their newspap- 
ers delivered to their homes in the morning should 
contact the Distribution Department, Mr. Samih Abu 
Hanieh, Extn, 247. at the Jordan Press Foundation 
between 10:00 am., and 2:00 p.m. Full information 
including names, addresses and telephone numbers 
will be needed before the delivery service is provided. 


Quayle is 
in hot 
water over 
abortion 
r 3marks 

WASHINGTON (R) — Vice 
President Dan Quayle, known for 
making verbal gaffes, was in hot 
water again, this time with his 
wife m ; activists for 

saying he would support his 
daughter If she became pregnant 
and chose to have an abortion. 

Anti-abortion groups who see 
Mr. Qusyte’s n -mWicun Party as 
their staunch ally v>un its cailTor 
a constitutional ban on abortion 
worried that be was harming their 
cause while pro-abortion forces 
accused him of hypocrisy. 

His wife Marilyn simply contra- 
dicted him, saying the couple's 
daughter Corrine, who is 13, 
would not have an abortion in the 
event of pregnancy. 

The flap coincided with re- 
newed speculation that Mr. 
Quayle, who most Americans 
according to opinion polls consid- 
er unfit to be president, might be 
dropped from the party's ticket to 
help President George Bush's 
troubled reelection campaign. 

“If I thought I was hurting the 
ticket Td be gone," Mr. Quayle 
said Wednesday, insisting this 
was not the case. 

The difference over abortion in 
the Quayle household and 
apparently with the Republican 
Party line was just the latest in a 
series of verbal faux pas that have 
peppered Mr. Quayle’s term as 
vice president. 

The most recent slip occurred 
on a Cable News Network chat 
show Wednesday when he said 
that if his daughter became pre- 
gnant and decided on an abor- 
tion,” obviously, I would counsel 
her and talk to her and support 
her on whatever decision she'd 
make.” 

“I'd support my daughter. I'd 
hope that she wouldn't make that 
.decision,” he added, speaking of 
abortion. 

Mr. Qoayle's wife, Marilyn, 
speaking of the hypothetical 
abortion situation, said their 
daughter would “take the child to 
term.” 

She said on a Des Moines, 
Iowa, radio programme that she 
and the vice president would 
make the decision together with 
their daughter. 

• After hearing his wife’s com- 
ments, Mr. Quayle appeared to 
soften his stance, telling reporters 
in Evansville. Indiana, that he 
“would encourage her to have the 
child and not to have the abor- 
tion. But I would support my 
daughter." 

Republican National commit- 
tee Chairman Rich Bond 
appeared to put some distance 
between the party and Mr. 
Quayle, saying the vice presi- 
dent’s remarks were “his person- 
al opinion.” 


Moscow: 
Honecker 
is leaving 
Russia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Former east 
German leader Erich Honecker 
will leave Russia “in the nearest 
future,” a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Friday. 

"Honecker will leave Russia 
for sure," spokesman Sergei Yaz- 
strezhembsky told a regular news 
briefing. He refused to give more 
details. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said Thursday tL t his gov- 
ernment’s efforts to bring Mr. 
Honecker to Germany for trial 
may be nearing a successful con- 
clusion. 

Mr. Honecker, 79, is wanted 
by German authorities on man- 
slaughter charges linked to shoot- 
to-kill orders he allegedly issued 
to east German border guards to 
prevent escapes to the west. 

He sought refuge in the Chilean 
embassy in Moscow jn December 
1991, 10 months after being flown 
surreptitiously to the Soviet Un- 
ion for unspecified medi' i treat- 
ment. 

It remains unclear how or when 
Mr. Honecker would leave Mos- 
cow and what the German gov- 
ernment's immediate plans for 
him are. 

In Madrid, Chilean Foreign 
Minister Enrique Silva confirmed 
Friday that “a solution is near” in 
the Honecker case and that it 
“necessarily includes” the hand- 
ing of Mr. Honecker to German 
authorities for trial. 


Commanders 
to stop 
Black 
Sea Fleet 
desertions 


KIEV (R) — For two days the 
mutiny of a tiny coastal vessel 
tested the nerve of Russian and 
Ukrainian naval -commanders. 
Warnings of conflict sounded 
from both sides. 

However, stepping back from 
the brink once more. Common- 
wealth and Ukrainian naval offi- 
cials agreed late Thursday to stop 
any, spread of the mutiny and 
avoid a chaotic disintegration of 
tbe Black Sea Fleet. 

The rebel ship, a small escort 
vessle, raised the Ukrainian flag 
and fled its Commonwealth- 
commanded base in Donuzlav 
Tuesday without orders from the 
Moscow-backed fleet command. 
It steamed under pursuit to the 
Ukrainian port of Odessa. 

Local journalists said officials 
of both sides agreed after 
emergency talks in the Black Sea 
base port of Sevastopol late 
Thursday to set up a joint com- 
mission to prevent a repetition of 
the incident. 

“But the situation has grown 
more complex,” Ukrainian de- 
legation chief Vasily Dnrdinets 
told a news conference. 

The two-day wrangle over the 
vessel stirred anger among both 
Russian and Ukrainian seamen. 

Black Sea Fleet Commander 
Igor Kasatonov and Ukrainian 
Navy Commander Boris Kozhin 
described the desertion as a vila- 
tian of an agreement last month 
between Russia and Ukraine. 

Tbe agreement allowed for 
preservation of a united 
Commonwealth-con trolled fleet 
during talks on its drvison. 

Ukrainian military leaders said 
they could not condone the ac- 
tion, bnt insisted the Ukrainian 
sailors had been provoked by 
Commonwealth commanders. 
The fate of the ship and its crew 
was not decided at tbe talks. 

While the dispute grew, the 
danger increased that Russian- 
manned ships would retaliate by 
raising the pre-revolutionary St 
Andrew ensign to stake their 
claim. 

The dispute over sharing out 
the fleet has overshadowed relflh 
tions between the two Slav giants 
of the Commonwealth sinceT^s 
formation last December on ruins 
of the Soviet Union. 

Both sides have repeatedly said 
a solution is in sight but talks 
have dragged on for months with- 
out result. 

Ukrainian Defence Minister 
Konstantin Morozov said 
Wednesday Kiev insisted on com- 
plete control of the fleet’s valu- 
able Ukrainian bases. 

• But remaining Russian bases 
on the Black Sea would not be 
able to accommodate a large nav- 
al force. 

Meanwhile, .two people were 
killed overnight in fresh dashes 
between Moldovan government 
forces and Slav rebels, reports 
from the secessionist Dnestr re- 
gion said Friday. 

The government and the separ- 
atists signed a ceasefire 10 days 
ago but since then around 50 
people have been killed in an 
almost ceaseless series of clashes. 

Tbe Moldovan Interior Minis- 
try said one person was killed and 
eight were wounded when the 
rebels shelled police positions 
near the Dnestr towns erf Du bos- 
sary and Bendery. 

A spokesman for the Dnestr 
side blamed the government for 
breaking the truce, saying one of 
its troops was killed and several 
were wounded when Moldovan 
police attacked Bendery. 

Hundreds of people have been 
killed since March in fierce fight- 
ing between the two sides. 


Colombia sacks staff at 
jail that Escobar fled 

BOGOTA, Colombia (R) — The Police accuse Mr. Escobar of 

Colombian government, embar- ordering the murder of three 
rassed by the jail-break of drag presidential candidates and of 
lord Pablo Escobar, sacked the hundreds _ of. policemen and 
prison director and suspended all judges during a drag war which 
•tbe guards, local news, reports swept the country in 1989 and 
said. 1990. 

A Colombian radio station said The Justice Ministry^ fired the 

it had received a taped statement director and deputy cfirector of 
from Mr. Escobar, boss of the Mr. Escobar’s prison and sus- 
powerful Medellin cocaine cartel, pended all the prison’s guards 
in which he said he was prepared pending an investigation into 
to return to the original jafl if Wednesday’s events, th e Co l- 
Unhed Nations forces guarded ombian News Agency Colprensa 
the prison. reported. 

Government sources said they The private Caracol Radio sta- 
could not confirm whether the tion said it received a taped sfatfe- 
tape was from Escobar and it was ment from Mr. Escobar in which 
impossible to know whether it he said that he or his colleagues 
was authentic. would not “carry out violent ac- 

Mr. Escobar, one of the tions of any kind for the mo- 
world’s most dangerous crimin- ment.” . 

. ais, escaped from a prison near “^ e gjg prepared to continue 
Medellin with nine of his beute- ^ ^ J^aTprocess and the 
nants Wednesday during an up- vroces& of submission to justice if 
rising against government plans we official guarantees we 

to move them to a nuhtary base. ^ stay in the Euvigado Prison 
He escaped just 13 months ^ that visits and the outside of 
after giving himself up m ex- the ^ son ^ ^ conned by 
change for President Cesar of Unitcd Na _ 

Gavin a s offer of l emency and ft q DO ted him as saying in 

immunity from extradition to the a messa ^ from “jungle region of 
United States. Colombia.’’ 

Hundreds of soldiers soured g at government sources said 
the area around the prison for the ^ ^ not ^ ** au _ 
fugitives but without success, the^ty 0 f the tape, 
government sources said. Mr. ... 

Escobar’s whereabouts were a The traffickers have said Eo- 
mysteiy. vigado Prison is the only one 

Mr. Escobar's escape deeply which meets their security con- 
embarrassed the government and cerns and that the government's 
undermined the credibility of its bid to transfer them violated an 
policies for dealing with the conn- earlier agreement, 
fay’s powerful cocaine traffickers. _ Colombian radio stations ear- 
Cntkasra of the government liar broadcast conflictir D state- 
mounted and hardline former ments from purported spokesmen 
Justice Minister Enrique Parejo for the Medellin cartel, 
said Mr. Gaviria should resign. In One caller said that Mr. Esco- 
the United States, President bar had walked out of the front 
George Bush’s anti-drugs chief, . door of the prison, paying guards 
Bob Martinez, uxged Colombia a $1.4 million bribe, and that the 
to take every necessary step to Medellin cartel would retaliate 
recapture Mr. Escobar. against senior officials. 

In Washington, Mr. Martinez However, Mr. Escobar’s 
issued a statement saying; “I am nephew, Nicolas Escobar, said 
appalled that (be) is once again Mr. Escobar had told him there 
on the loose, free to supervise would be no violence and that be 
one of the most vicious c rimin al was prepared to go on with the 
organisations the world has ever judicial process if he was given 
seen.” full guarantees. 


Police chief insulted at 
Italian judge’s funeral 

PAtERMQfR) — Angry jrip- mafia reprisals which often seals 
testers 'buried insults at Italy’s the lips of witnesses, 
police chief Friday as thousands The rigid “omerta,” or law of 
of Sicilians mourned leading anti- silence, has almost invariably 
mafia Judge Paolo Borsellino, guaranteed impunity for the 
blown up by a car bomb with five mafia in tbe past because a lack of 
bodyguards. witnesses scuppered inquiries 

Police investigating Sunday’s, into its crimes, 
killings said they had amsted a n, e ^4 0 , momnm ^ 

charced into a PP laus€ which l 3 **** several 

*?, g “I®?' “kutes as the coffin of Judge 

haw refKTm Borsellino ' **f>ed with his Ted 

have refused to testify ^although magistrate’s cloak, was carried 

hewas^present when the bomb outof the church, 
festers at Jud^Bo^Utao-s 

cenzo Parisi, shouted “Parisi buf- ^ 

SSS1S “•sesmss 
SSSSSSb £b3RS*I 

sssrjss. * £ t.’syWL'sup ” 

Friday s protest was brief. Retired Magistrate Antonio 
Some 8,000 people- massed out- Caponnetto, the mentor of both 
side die church where the funeral Judge Borsellino and his senior 
service was held. Most disre- colleague Giovanni Falcone, who 
garded a plea by Judge Borselfi- was blown in another bomb 
no’s w idow Agnese for a quiet attack up on May 23, told mour- 
ceremony. ness: 

Tbe widow had refused a state “Of the thousands of messages 
funeral for Borsellino but had which came in, there was one 
invited President Oscar Luigi with a single lily which' said: ‘A 
Scalfaro, Justice Minister Qaucuo single flower for a man atone.”' 
Martefli and Mr. Parisi to the “But bow can you (Borsellino) 
private rites. be atone if the heart of all Paler- 

The name of tbe arrested man mo beats for you? said Judge 
was not released. It was the first Caponetto, who was applauded 
surest since the bombing and for almost a minute by the crowd 
signalled a crackdown by author- following the service relayed to 
ities on a widespread fear of the street through loudspeakers. 


AIDS experts plan probe of possible new virus 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — .AIDS 
experts from around tbe world 
wfli gather soon to try to get to 
the bottom of a medical mystery: 
Is a new virus causing AIDS? 

An outbreak of an AIDS- like 
illness in people who show no 
signs of the AIDS virus has been 
the No. 1 topic at this week’s 
Eighth Inernational Conference 
on AIDS. 

Dr. James Curran, head of 
AIDS work at the U.S. Centres 
for Disease Control (CDQ, at 
first downplayed the importance 
of the unexplainable cases. But as 
more and more came to light. Dr. 
Curran called it “an extremely 
important priority.” 

A report by a California doctor 
that he had found a virus that 
might be causing the mystery 
illness triggered even more con- 
cern. 

And on Thursday, the chief of 
AIDS Control at the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) said 
he would bring together the best 
minds in A1QS in a few weeks to 
fry to figure out what is going on. 

“We need to get a handle on 
how big this problem — rf it is a 


problem — really is,” said Dr. 
Michael Merson of the United 
States. 

So far, all researchers know for 
sure is that two or three dozen 
people around the world have 
had moderate or severe depress- 
ion of their immune systems. 

The condition mimics AIDS: 
Some victims have died of over- 
whelming infections, while others 
have strikingly low levels of pro- 
tective white Mod cels called T cdb. : 

Yen none is infected with HTV v 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

Among tbe questions experts 
say need to be answered: 

— Isthisaformof AIDS?Or is 
it a rare but overlooked illness 
that has always been around? 

— Is the newly discovered virus 
really new? Or is it something 
else, perhaps an animal virus that 
once in a whue infects people? 

— If the virus truly is a newly 
recognised human microbe, is it 
causing the AIDS-like illness? 

— And if it causes the disease, 
bow does it spread? 

Even if a vims has been disco- 
vered that causes an AIDS-like 
illness, it may still be so rare that 


it is not a significant health worry. 

“We may be. picking up the 
background that’s always been 
there,” said Dr. June Osborn, 
bead of the U.S. National Com- 
mission on AIDS. 


figure out what, if any, role his 
virus plays in disease. , 

“There should be healthy skep- 
ticism,” said Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
bead of AIDS research at the 
U.S. National Institutes of 


D«pite their early reluct race Health. “But we will very aggres- 
10 take the issue seriously; UjJ. sively pursue- instances in which 
health authorities now say mves- there are cases of AIDS-like ill- 


tigating tiie mystery outbreak and 
the possible virus behind it are 
one faf their top priorities. 

“We believe it is essential to do 


ness in people who do not have 
HIV.” 

Dr. David Ho of the Aaron 
Diamond AIDS Research Centre 


tins; urgently and get it done in New York Oty said he aiso had 

nrenllr ” troiA rw Amt*.' : £ s 


s eea evidence of-a virusan people 
with AipSrlike .conditions. 
Whether his virus wasthe same as 
Dr. Gupta's was^ uncertain, but 
he said it clearly is'riot HIV. 

He said tests are underway to 
■ isolate it 

“Wc have jjp -been working 
furiously for several weeks now 
said Dr. Ho.' “It shouldn’t- take us 


rapidly,” said Dr. 

On Wednesday, the U.S. jour- 
nal Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences released a 
pending article, by Drv Sudhir 
Gupta of the University of Cali- 
fornia, Irvine. It announced the 
discovery of an apparently new 
virus in a woman suffering from 
the AIDS-like condition. 

Dr. Gupta said he had also 
found the virus in the woman’s 
healthy daughter, as well as eight 
'either people. - . 

While healthy officials at the 
AIDS con f er en ce' took Dr. Gup- 
ta’s report seriously .several said 
much more work is necessary to 


Among the most skeptical ex- 
perts was Dr. Max Essex of Har- 
vard Scfadol of Public Health. 

‘Tm not at afl convinced Dr. 
Gupta’s fold is a new.viras,” be 
raid. “Pd place the odds at 5 per 
cent” 



Tm the victim’ 
says actress in 
British scandal 

LONDON (R) — A Spanish- 
born actress whose alleged rela- 
tionship with a British cabinet 
minister prompted calk for his 
resignation was quoted as saying 
she was the real victim of the 
affair. In her first interview since 
the sr ? 1 "dal broke, Antonia de 
Sancha said tabloid press cover- 
age of her relationship with 
National Heritage Minister David 
Mellor had made her look like “a 
tart strutting her stuff.” Ms De 
Sancha’s outburst in The Inde- 
pendent newspaper followed 
statements from senior govern- 
ment officials that Mr. Mellor, 
43, had tbe full backing of Prime 
Minister John Major and there 
was no question of his resigna- 
tion. Ms De Sancha, 31, said to 
be dose to tears, was quoted as 
saying: “1 fell I am the victim. I 
shouldn’t have to. But I have 
kept my self-respect and I will 
rebuild my life. “1 am being made 
to look like a tart strutting her 
stuff for all to see. It is grotes- 
que.” She defended her appear- 
ance in 'a film called the Pieman 
in. winch a tabloid newspaper said 
she played the part of a “one- 
legged hooker who is bedded by a 
pizza delivery man." The sun 
newspaper had published pictures 
of her in what it called “steamy 
sex scenes." “I was not a porn 
film, it was a perfectly dean 
normal film, nothing wrong and 
my dothes remained on,” Ms De 
Sancha said. “Many classical 
actresses have played bed scenes, 
look at Glenda Jackson. It’s part 
of life. As long as it's all in good 
taste I see nothing wrong with it." 

To win this 
lottery. It helps 
to be Irish 

WASHINGTON (AP) — So 
you’re a foreigner and you want 
to pursue the American dream 
but don’t have a visa. Don’t 
despair. Your lucky day may be 
at hand, particularly if you’re 
Irish. For the second consecutive 
year, tbe State Department is 
organising a “visa lottery" that 
will give natives from 36 countries 
05 .territories — mostly in Europe 
shot at residing permanently in 
the United States. As before, 
there will be 40,000 winners, of 
whom 16,000 are earmarked for 
Irish nationals. Applicants need 
only type or print their name, 
date and place of birth and mail- 
ing address on a plain sheet of 
paper and send it to an address in 
a Virginia suburb of Washington. 
Tbe application period runs from 
July 29 to Aug. 28. The pro-Irish 
tilt to the lottery is attributable to 
the powerful Irish-American 
caucus on Capitol Hill that is 
eager to help out the large num- 
bers of Irish who have overstayed 
their visas because of the scarcity 
of jobs bad: home. Among tbe Irish 
who applied last year, 80 per cent 
were living illegally in the United 
States. Fear of deportation was a 
constant concern for many. Irish- 
American lawmakers felt it was 
only fair to help out the Irish to 
compensate - for the impact of 
changes in immigration law in 
recent years, which have bene- 
fited Hispanics and other non- 
Europeans for the most part - 

French want Marie 
Curie buried 
with great men. 

PARIS (R) — More than two- 
thirds erf French people want 
scientist Marie Curie to be first 
woman honoured by burial in the 
last resting place for France's 
illustrious men, an opinion poll 
said. The poll, in the Catholic 
weekly Pelerin Magazine, 
showed 67 per cent want the 
Polish-boro Curie, who in 1898 
isolated radium and discovered 
radioactivity, buried in the Panth- 
eon National Memorial, along- 
side national heroes such as the 
writers Voltaire, Emile Zola and 
Victor Hugo. Marie Curie, who 
won two Nobel Prizes, died in 
1934 and countless streets are 
named after her throughout 
France. The poll was conducted 
after a group of prominent 
women, including European Par- 
liamentarian Simone Veil* 
appealed to President Francois 
Mitterrand to allow famous mem* 
bora of -their rex a burial in the 
int former church in Paris’ 
efiri Quarter, winch became 3 
secular monument after the 
French Revolution. Women are 
not officially . barred from the 
monument but the only woman 
buried there now is the wife of 
scientist Marcellin BethelOt, 
buried together with her husband 
in a state funeral solely because 
she died a few hoars apart from 
him. Joan of Arc, who helped 
drive the English oat of France, 
came a distant second in the poll- 

Only 22 per cent of those quef - 
timed said she deserved burial in 
the Pantheon. ' 








